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Disclaimer: The Pirie & Districts Automotive Restores Club Inc. can not Guarantee the correctness of general or technical information 

published in ‘Crank Talk’ &  accepts no responsibility for the consequences arising from the use of such information, which is given only 

as a guideline. 

 

Ross & Janette Knibbs 1948 Panther 75 350cc  

The original owner of this bike was my late Uncle Maurice McBride, who purchased 
it new in 1949 from Les Jones Cycles, Port Pirie. Maurie owned a dairy on Port 
Broughton Road and often used the bike to round up the cows, causing a lot of dam-
age to the bike after   going quite a few busters. 
 
In 1957, my late father, Bill Knibbs, purchased the bike from Maurie, using it to ride 
to and from his workplace as a waterside worker for the next 30 years. 
 
After inheriting the bike in 1997, Frank Ventura took on the challenge of restoring it 
to its original condition, sourcing parts from England, interstate and many swap 
meets. Frank is a perfectionist, fastidiously restoring it to its original condition by 
2002. 
 
The Panther has pride of place in our rumpus room and has only been ridden for 26 
miles in the last 16 years. 
 
Since joining PADARC, we are looking forward to showing the bike at events in and 
around Port Pirie. 
 
 

SUPPER ROSTER 

December 6th Meeting  

Dianne Patterson 

Denise Joyce 

PADARC 

Crank Talk information to be forwarded to: 
 

scarmank@internode.on.net 
 

Editor:  

Kerrie-Lea Scarman 

0402807710 

 

Closing day for the magazine is the LAST THURSDAY of the month. 

 

Why not have the Newsletter Emailed to you contact me to add you to the 
mailing list 
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Hello again members, yet another month has passed us by.  

This month David Willsher has had a very brief hospital stay and is now home 

and recovering well, also on the sick list has been Graham Couzner and Colin 

Graham. 

A point worth remembering is that on the 10th of November which is a Satur-

day will be a run to Jamestown to view the impressive collection of vehicles, 

tanks, and just about everything that belongs to Merv Robinson, this will also 

include a visit to the farm which is out towards Whyte Yarcowie. There WILL be 

any entry fee of $5 per person, this is COMPULSARY. There will be a lunch avail-

able for $12 per person, this however is optional. Those attending can bring 

their own, this is a great opportunity to view a huge collection. 

 

Also this month on the 7th of November there will be a meeting at the 

clubrooms at 7:30pm for anyone interested in joining a committee to organise 

an engine/commercial vehicle/display day. The format is yet to be decided up-

on, all help welcome.  

It is on a sad note that we farewell a popular and very helpful member and rel-

ative of mine in Rhonda Scarman who passed away much too soon at 68 years 

after a very sudden illness. We pass our regards on to Dennis and his family.  

On a brighter note hope to see you all on a run soon,  

Paul 
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All radiator Sales, Repairs & Servicing 

Automotive Air Conditioning 

Exhaust & Tyres 

Log Book Servicing & Mechanical Repairs 

Manufacturing Hydraulic Brake Hoses 

  

     Specialising In 
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Judy & Don’s trip the Barossa & Murraylands 
 

A couple of months ago we had 9 days away up the Murray and Barossa. 

Even though we had been to both places many times before, we found 

places we had not yet been to. 

Wandering around Barmera, where we were based, we went to the local 

tourist office. In there is a big feature on the Loveday Internment Camp 

established in World War 2. 

When war broke out, German migrants were rounded up and interned 

there. After Mussolini got involved, the Italians were next, and after Pearl 

Harbour, Japanese were also interned.  

These were not POW’s, the people were just placed there because of their 

nationality. A total of 1400 were interned there, each in their own camp. It 

is believed no one escaped as they were well treated and looked after. 

Most of the internees became involved with a vegetable garden. Later 

chooks and pigs followed. Excess was sold. Some also made jewellery. 

After peace was declared all were released, the last in 1946 and the land 

returned to the owners.  

We went for a drive to Loveday but all that remains are a few parts of 

buildings. It was very interesting to read all about the camp as we were 

too young to remember anything about it. 

The other place we visited was Banrock Station, another piece of SA histo-

ry. 

There are several walks to do, we chose the shortest. Before you leave the 

reception area to walk, you fill in a form with your name, time and mobile 

number so that if you are not back when staff think you should be, they 

will call you to check  if you are ok. Along the track, there are numbered posts, so if you need help you can tell them 

what post you are near. Areas are sign posted with information about plants as they are trying to revegetate with local 

flora. Some schools come and collect seeds, get them growing and come back and plant them, then place a sign near 

them, naming the school.  

There is also a large area with a 6 foot cyclone fence that has been cleared of cats, foxes and rabbits to encourage native 

fauna to breed. The fence is double gated so you enter through one, close it, and then you can open the other gate. 

From there we went to Angaston. From here, Don crossed something off of his bucket list! When I had seen them in a 

Barossa brochure, I booked for us to go. Don only got told we were going to Seppeltsfield for a tour. It was a complete 

surprise when he found out why we were there. We met our 2 guides and were very lucky as we were the only 2 on that 

tour so we had a guide each. After about 20 minutes learning how to ride a Segway, we started our tour. It was very in-

teresting learning the history of the vineyard and various buildings. Some places we visited are only seen by folk on these 

tours. We saw some fantastic scenery and arrived back at our starting point about 2 hours later. A truly wonderful expe-

rience that we both enjoyed and would recommend. 

The other place we visited in the Barossa was the Bush Garden on Research Road, Nuriootpa, with where we had lots of 

pleasant walks among plants native to the area. Some are nearly extinct and they are trying to regenerate them. Some 

areas are sponsored by different organisations and individuals. A lovely way to spend an afternoon. 

 

           Judy Nayda 

Judy & Don  preparing to prove their  

ability on a couple of segways. 
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In Deepest Sympathy 

Rhonda Loraine Scarman 

24-4-1950 - 1 10 2018 

Heartfelt sympathy is extended to her loving husband Dennis, &  

their two sons Dion & Levi plus  their life partners, Skye & Tiffani. 

Rhonda will be immensely missed by her loving grandchildren, Lo-

gan, Archie, Harry, Sybilla & Daisy.  

Rhonda a highly respected member of our club will be missed by 

everyone.  



 

November 2018 Crank Talk 8

MELROSE SHOW  REPORT  -  29th September 
 

There was some confusion about the starting time for the Melrose Show run so I wasn't surprised 
when only four cars turned up for the 9.00 am start.  The weather was a little overcast at first but it 
turned out a really fine day.  Ross Knibbs was the slowest vehicle, due to having his trailer loaded with 
his motor bike, so he set off first and we met some of our other members at Murraytown, as had been 
arranged, which all worked out fine.  Our engine guys had gone early and were set up with a fine dis-
play, with flag flying and several engines running when we arrived.  Congratulations are in order for 
you guys.  It was one of the best shows ever.  We set up with two rows of cars facing each oth-
er, eighteen cars in all. 

 

Once again, the Melrose Show was a winner in my book, the best venue in our district.  I enjoyed the 
sheep dog trials.  This year there were seats all around the trial site so people could sit and watch the 
dogs at work pushing the sheep through the race into the different enclosures, all timed by the judg-
es.  As always, some of the sheep had minds of their own and shot off to the end of the pad-
dock.  Some of the onlookers had little yapping dogs with them and this stirred up the sheep no end, 
which didn't help, and some of the sheep dog owners weren't impressed.  The cattle enclosure was 
next.  One farmer was telling me about the feed prices this year, and they have to go without to feed 
the stock.  The condition of these animals was a credit to the owners.  The children all had a great time 
with the petting zoo, camel and pony rides, and face painting, etc.  The normal amusements kept the 
teenagers happy and all the food stalls did a good trade. 

 

A bunch of us went off to the community centre overlooking the oval for lunch.  Seating is around big 
round tables and the local ladies do a fantastic job serving meals of cold meats and salads and all sorts 
of refreshments, tea, coffee, etc, and the prices were very good.  We finished off with pavlova.  Then, 
back at our cars, we sat around in groups putting the world to rights.  

 

Thanks to all who came and helped make this club trip a good day. 

Regards,  Dave Willsher   

ATTENDING Ross and Jan Knibbs 1985 Merc 280SE and 1949 panther motorbike, Karin and Jim Scriven 
MGB 1971, Garry and Glenis Collins Ford Fairlane, Lockie Nottle 1974 Holden Kingswood,  Colin and Lor-
raine Lang BMW SPORTS, Barry Treloar and Judy O’Shaughnessy 1971 Merc , Darren Sawley Ford XR 
1967,  Darren Pech Holden FB 1964,  Barry Young 1984 Sigma,  Peter Cox Jaguar XJ6 seris2 1974 , Owen 
Burgas Holden Monaro, Robert Rixon 1974 Leyland Marina,  Robert Richards Vauxhall Cresta 1970, Jim 
Richards Modern , Andrew and Amanda Todd 1972 Holden ute,  Alan and Carole Jones 1966 Hold-
en, David Willsher and Maureen Pollard Jaguar XJ40 1987.  Barney Graham and Alan Larcombe Modern 
and David Haldane Modern 
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PIRIE AUTOPRO 

MORE ITEMS 

STOCKED. 

CHANGES  

MADE BUT 

THE SAME                          

GREAT                   

SERVICE. 

80 Esmond Rd 

PORT PIRIE 

PHONE 

08 86332633 

Supporting PADARC Members with 

club discounts  

since 1995 

Port Pirie’s only privately owned parts store 
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Robert & Dawn Cunningham cut 
their 50th Anniversary cake  

Natalie Scarman, Riley Jansen & Dave Burge. 
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Terry & Aileen Wohlings 1964 Jaguar 

Riley & Natalie’s Nissan first parade 

Part of our parading vehicles 
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PAINT PIRIE PINK McGrath DAY 

A very windy & unpleasant day did not deter PADARC’s support for the survivors of breast cancer. We were assisted with the       

decorations on our vehicles by the organiser Ros Mayfield, The McGrath Breast nurse in our city.  The balloons were no match 

for the strong northerly wind & many diminished before the parade commenced. Our members joined with survivors & public 

that braced the conditions & donned the traditional pink ponchos for the posterity photo. Local film & documentary photog-

rapher Kym Mavromartis intended to film from his drone during the making of the human logo  & was very  disappointed 

when at 10.00 am an electrical storm & just enough rain to spoil the proceedings interrupted. Despite this the show went on 

& a cavalcade of PADARC vehicles followed the grateful band of supporters & survivors around our city block led by a police 

patrol car. 

PADARC paraded twelve historic vehicles & this was first time out on an official outing for Riley Jansen & Natalie Scarman’s 

1984 Nissan Model 31Z  300ZX. Kristian Jansen had the De Soto Yank Police Car in the parade, this attracted the eye of one of 

our cities lady police officers who gratefully had her photo taken behind the wheel. After the parade the wind dropped for a 

short period, the storm passed over & the rain ceased to fall. Thanks to the members who assisted to make this another suc-

cessful venture. 

Those who attended were, Ross & Janette Knibbs 

1985 Mercedes 280 SE, Kym Pat & Norma Green-

field & Christine Baker 1966 Ford Cortina 440,  

Kristian Jansen 1949 De Soto Diplomat, Riley   

Jansen & Natalie Scarman 1984 Nissan 31Z 300ZX, 

Terry Dunning 1960 Chrysler New Yorker, Terre & 

Aileen Wohling 1964 Jaguar S Type, Leon & Debra 

Stephens 1939 Pontiac Chieftain, Karin & Jim 

Scriven 1971 MGB MkII, Dave & Pat Burge 1962 

ToyotaFJ40 SWB ute, Duane Burge 1954 FJ Hold-

en, Colin & Lorraine Lang 1981 Sigma GL. David & 

Kerrie-Lea Scarman 1977 Holden Kingswood.     

 

A NOTE FROM YOUR EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR: 

The most important event of the year don’t miss this once in a lifetime 
chance to see MERVE ROBINSON’S grand collection of cars, trucks and tanks 
etc. Saturday 10th November, leaving the clubrooms at 9.30 am or all 
meeting up at  Belalie Creek Jamestown at 10.30 am. There is and entrance 
fee of $5 each for charity. A running board lunch supplied by the Jamestown  
Hospital Ladies Auxillary for $12.50 per head, to be had when we get out to 
the farm. Please place your booking ASAP. 

 

All monies to be paid up front, for more info contact Dave Willsher on 
86330774— Priority to members but all welcome but please get in quick.  
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Nev Kroemer receives his life membership award from PADARC President  

David Willsher 2002 Handover Dinner. 
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November 

 

Celebrating their Pearl Wedding Anniversary  on November 26th is Emie & Colin Nichols. 

Best wishes for many more happy occasions from all in PADARC.  

 

Happy 80th Birthday to Graham Couzner & Kevin Green who will celebrate on the 15th & 

the 30th respectively.  Clocking up the 65 position is Wayne Partridge on the 15th &  Rob 

Flavel will bring up the tail at 60 on the 21st.Happy Birthdays all & hope you all have  a 

HAPPY DAY. 

 

PADARC JUNIOR MEMBERS 

Claire Hall will celebrate her 12th on the 24th, James Porta turns 11 on the 29th. 

Sam DeGioia is 16 on the 7th & 

Billie Rutte turns 17 on November 14 

 

Happy Birthday & Best Wishes to all our members young & a little older.   

 

Barney Graham returned from hospital as well as David Willsher.  Recently hospitalised 

has been John Yates & Nev Kroemer. They too are well on the road to recovery after their 

procedures. 

 

Billie Ann Dangerfield is recovering from a fall we wish her a speedy recovery. 

 

Hoping that all our members are well for this month and the rest of the year. 
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WARNING FROM A MEMBER  

 

Let me tell you a story of recent events LAST Monday  As always I took my dog for a walk 

to the dog park, returning home about 7.30 am. I wasn't feeling to flash and had trouble 

breathing so I laid down for a while, an hour later I got up and promptly fell down again - 

this happened several times and the room went around and around I felt fuzzy and at one 

time didn't know where I was.  

As luck would have it my daughter called to see me and put me back on the bed she left 

to get her bag telling me to stay there, but being me I tried to get up to let the dog in I 

took three steps and fell cracking my head, feeling blood I crawled to the bathroom got a 

wet flannel and passed out. My daughter had already called the ambulance of course.  

I was taken to the Pirie hospital, they in turn called the air ambulance and I was transport-

ed to Adelaide. ending up in CCU. 

It would seem I’d had a complete blockage caused by low blood pressure. and a weak 

heart I’m now the proud owner of a fancy pacemaker keeping me alive. 

I’ll be forever grateful for the professional experience and the care given to me during this 

procedure was wonderful. 

Now my warning to everyone I didn't see the warning signs for some time I’d been waking 

with my hands tingling (pins and needles), shortness of breath, sometimes feeling a little 

light headed and feeling weak not being able to do some of the things I always did putting 

all these things down to old age nearly killed me DONT LET IT HAPPEN TO YOU 

Footnote from Editor: My father went through almost the exact experience on the following Sunday. 

So please members make sure that you all take care of yourselves and if you are feeling even a little 

unwell and not yourself, get checked out.  

These 2 stories had good endings but I would hate for the story to be different for you. 
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Jamestown Show—Monday 1st Oct 

 

Not a great turn out for our run to Jamestown. 

Ross and Jan Knibbs still had the Panther motorbike on board and had set off 10 mins before us,  it was a 

little overcast but a nice day. We got away on time and enjoyed a good run.  

We lined up across the oval with the guys from NARC, not a bad bunch and ended up with quite a good 

display. We were greeted by Merve Robinson who wanted us to take part in the peoples choice competi-

tion. 

We unloaded the Panther and I set it up right in the middle of the other bikes it stood out like a star.  

Jamestown as always is a real good show and this year was really something special, Chris McKay once 

again had set up a construction site for his remote trucks with the tanker watering the roads the tippers 

offloading the sand, the semis going in all directions great fun, must have been 50 to 60 people watching 

at all times (talk about big boys toys). 

Lots of interest in the parade of fashion and entertainment in the big shed. Our friend and club member 

Clive Palmer is the official photographer and in huge demand at one time was up 20 metres in the air on a 

platform which enabled him to photograph 360 degrees around the grounds. 

The animals were in great condition and one bull weighing in at some 1170 KGs and as gentle as a lamb, 

was a great draw card for the kids, a large array of agricultural machinery getting bigger all the time. We 

watched the shearing and archery activities for sometime before returning to our vehicles for the re-

sults of the peoples choice competition over 300 votes were counted and believe it or not Ross's motor-

bike the panther walked away with first prize. 

 

CLUB CAPTAIN for the day. 

Dave Willsher   

Those in attendance  - Ross and Jan Knibbs Mercedes l280 se 1984 and motorcycle 1949 Panther 

350cc,  Karin and Jim Scriven MG , Garry and Glenis Collings Ford Fairlane 1969,  Mick and Cathy Couz-

ner Valiant S Series 1962 ,  Colin and Lorraine Lang BMW sports,   Barry Treloar and Judy O’Shaugh-

nessy  Mercedes 280 s 1977 and Mercedes 280 se 1989,   Ian and  Elizabeth Sawley Datsun 260Z 

1976 ,  Robert and Jim Richards  Vauxhall Cresta 1964,  Darren Sawley Ford XR Fairmont 1967,  David 

Willsher and Maureen Pollard Jaguar XJ40  ALSO Chris McKay and Ute Biddell with their remote trucks 

was a major attraction, for the show and local Clive Palmer our resident Photographer. 
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Oil Can Harry 

Jews and Chinese doing business 

 A Chinese goes to a Jew to buy black bras size 38  The Jew, known for his 

skills as a businessman, says that black bras are rare and that he is find-

ing it very difficult to buy them from his suppliers. 

Therefore he has to charge $50.00 for them. The Chinese buys 25 pairs. 

 He returns a few days later and this time orders fifty. 

The Jew tells him that they have become even harder to get and charges him $60.00 

each. 

The Chinese returns a month later and buys the Jew’s remaining stock of 

50, and this time for $75.00 each. 

 The Jew is somewhat puzzled by the large demand for black bras and asks 

the Chinese, please tell me: What do you do with all these black bras? 

The Chinese answers: ‘I cut them in half and sell the halves as skull caps to the Jews for 

$200.00 each. 

  

 A friend of mine talked with a homeless man the other  morning and asked him how he 
ended up this way. 
 He said, "Up until last week, I still had it all.  I had plenty to eat, my clothes were washed 
and pressed, 
 I had a roof over my head, I had HDTV and Internet, and I went to the gym, the pool, and 
the library. 
 "I was working on my MBA on-line.  I had no bills and no debt.  I even had full medical 
coverage. ” 
 He felt sorry for him, & he asked, "What happened?  Drugs?  Alcohol?  Divorce? ”  
No, nothing like that," he said.  "No, no.... I was paroled." 
What happens if a politician drowns in a river? 

That is pollution. 

What happens if all of them drown? 

That is a solution ....!!!   

Thanks Marlene & Judy for your smile input OCH. 
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Australian Made and Proud of it 

Phone 08 8662 4071  

Fax 08 8662 4276 

PO Box 214 Georgetown 

SA 5472 

L.D. Burns & K.R.  

Roskell 

A.B.N. 52 316 123 953   

FOR SALE     WORKSHOP MANUALS 

Holden HQ-HJ 6 cylinder 

CE Series Sigma Models 1600, 1850, 2000 – ’78 to ‘79 

Valiant 6 cylinder engines R, S, AP5, AP6, VC, VE, and VF 

Valiant AP5 – AP6 Service manual 

Suzuki SJ 413 Manual DEL 

Honda 6, C50, S50, C65, S65, C70 Motor Bike 

All $15 each Don or Judy 8632 5682 

FOR SALE  Small rainwater tank  $200.  Christine Baker 0428 639 259  
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November 
 Saturday 10th 

 Brinkworth Ute Muster 

 Brinkworth Memorial Hall 10 am 

 More information zivjmi@gamil.com.au or Jaymi 8846 2122 

 

 Saturday 17th 

 Show and Shine REPCO Port Pirie  

 17 Wandearah Road. 

 More information call 8632 2333 

 

 Sunday 25th 

 Volks Fest Elder Park 10am - 3 pm 

  More information www.shannons.com.au > events 

 

December 
 Sunday 2nd 

 Balhannah Hot Rod and Classic Picnic 2018 

 Balhannah Oval 7 am - 5pm 

 More information Kevin 0418 845 254 

 

 Saturday 8th 

 Terowie Christmas Pagent 

 Line up 5.30 pm pagent start 6 pm 

 More information 0467 537 248 
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November  
 

Thursday 1st 

General Meeting 7.30 pm at Clubrooms all welcome 

 

Sunday 4th  

Melrose Strawberry Fete 10 am - 4 pm 

 

Saturday 10th 

Run to Merve Robinson’s Shed Jamestown leave clubrooms at 9.30 am 

See article in this newsletter. 

 

Sunday 25th 

Toy Run 9 am -10 am 

 

December 
 

Sunday 2nd or 9th  

PADARC Christmas party  - yet to be finalised. 

 

Thursday 6th 

General Meeting 7.30 pm at Clubrooms all welcome. 

 
 

 


