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Disclaimer: The Pirie & Districts Automotive Restores Club Inc. can not Guarantee the correctness of general or technical information 

published in ‘Crank Talk’ &  accepts no responsibility for the consequences arising from the use of such information, which is given only 

as a guideline. 

 
THE TWIN CITY STORY 

 

I left school at the end of 1964 at the age of 16, along with my older brother, Charles.  

Like most farms of that era we milked cows, fed pigs and ran merino sheep, along 

with a cropping program. By the time we milked 30 cows and fed the pigs, it was 

930am.  Then we went on the tractor until 4pm, when we had to finish up to get the 

cows milked again. 

In 1966, I pestered Dad to put two tractors together, two implements so tractor work 

could start at first light and finish at dark.  Dad’s response was he would kick me off 

the farm if I dared to take the front wheels off one on his tractors. So after hours I set 

about hooking two tractors together, leaving the front wheels on both tractors. 

When it was ready to test, Charles was sent to check what I was doing. This con-

vinced Charles I was on the right track. So then Dad came on side.  He took us to 

Dawn and Gordon  Greig’s place, who had already hooked two Fordson’s together, 

taking the front wheels off the rear tractors. 

Dad and Mum came to Adelaide for the day in 1967.   By the time they came home, 

we had two Twin Cities hooked together.  The rear tractor now belongs to Andrew 

Todd, who had it running at B oleroo Centre recently as the second tractor. Great. 

After harvest in 1967, Dad wanted us to join St John’s for volunteer ambulance work.  

I said, we haven’t the time for that unless we hook two cultivators/combines togeth-

er.  Next day we are off to Adelaide in the Bedford to pick up a heap of steel.  We had 

the tandem unit ready for work by March 1968.  Sorry Dad, we never joined St 

John’s. 

Like most farmers of that era, we were dead poor and couldn’t afford new machin-

ery. 

Cont…later in the Mag 

SUPPER ROSTER 

for July 2019 

Billie-Anne Dangerfield 

Andrea North 

Lorraine Lang 
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Hello members, 

                 Well its almost another club year over, the annual general 

meeting is almost upon us, and I’ll take this opportunity to remind 

members that your subs are now overdue especially where club regis-

tered vehicles are concerned. Our club records show a large number 

of members are now UNFINANCIAL. Those in this category will not be 

eligible to vote at the AGM, or receive a magazine. 

On a happier note I’m pleased to report that the yesteryear day 

turned out to be a brilliant day, with a large turnout of vehicles, not a 

lot of trucks but still very good. Thank you must go to all the com-

mittee and members making the effort to organise, attend and dis-

play. Great day weather wise too, and thankyou to all members who 

attended the busy bee at the end of April, a very good attendance. 

It’s been another busy year as far as the club goes and we are now 

concentrating on the 2020 Rally with a committee formed it is looking 

very good so far. Thank you to all members and the committee for a 

great club year, and I thank you all for your support throughout the 

year in my position as president. 

Regards to all, thankyou Paul Collins  
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All radiator Sales, Repairs & Servicing 

Automotive Air Conditioning 

Exhaust & Tyres 

Log Book Servicing & Mechanical Repairs 

Manufacturing Hydraulic Brake Hoses 

  

     Specialising In 
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Crank Talk information to be forwarded to: 

 

scarmank@internode.on.net 

 

Editor:  

Kerrie-Lea  

0402807710 

 

Closing day for the magazine is the LAST THURSDAY of the month. 

WHY NOT HAVE CRANK TALK EMAILED TO YOU—contact the Editor to have your 

email address added to the list 

Cont from page 2 

 

In later years, as our farm expanded, we hooked another two tractors together and 

bought a bigger cultivator to go behind.  Charles had one unit, I had the other. In 1977, 

Charles replaced his tractors with a Chamberlain 4280.  In 1979. I replaced mine with a 

Chamberlain 4480. 

The front tractor in the photo was bought at a clearing sale in Finnis in the Adelaide Hills 

for 250 pounds ($500) in the late 1950’s.  It is an early 40’s model.  The rear tractor fwas 

bought in the early 60’s from Vic Tucker in Crystal Brook.  It is a mid 40’s model, 

The model “U” Twin City , Minneapolis Moline is arguably the most reliable tractor ever 

made.  For more than 10 years this set up cultivated and sowed more than 1000 acres 

each year.  

 

Jim Richards 
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Yesteryear Rally 

Pirie and Districts Automotive Restorers Club inc. held their Biennial Yesteryear Day on 5th 

May 2019 at Princess Park on Three Chain Road, Port Pirie.  There were good numbers 

through the gate, I estimate it at around 1000 people throughout the day. There were over 

50 Exhibits on Display on the oval, most were local, but others were from as far away as 

Adelaide. The Swap Meet was larger than previous years, and a few bargains were found.  

 Inside the Hall were displays put on by the local Club Members, they included pedal cars, 

tonka trucks, gramophones, kitchenalia and household displays. 

 Both young and old were kept busy looking around the different exhibits for information 

relating to the quiz questions. 

 The major raffle was drawn, and the winners are— 

 1st prize B Haldane,  

2nd prize J Dyer,  

3rd prize P Slattery,  

4th prize L Darley,  

5th prize C Williams.  

There was a great representation across the range of exhibits. Trophies were awarded to— 

-Stationary Engine under 4hp, Colin Schubert, International LA 2hp. 

-Stationary Engine over 4hp, Andrew Todd, New Way Twin 8hp. 

-Driven Machine, Colin Graham, Power Hacksaw with Villiers engine. 

-Tractor, Andrew Todd, Fordson Dexta. 

-Small Commercial Vehicle, Lyn Dawes, Land Rover Fire Truck. 

-Large Commercial Vehicle, Colin Nicholls, Fargo. 

-Ford Ute, John Sherman, XG Falcon. 

-Holden Ute, Graham Couzner ,FJ. 

-Other Make Ute, Andrew Todd, Chevrolet Buckboard. 

-Best overall exhibit went to Graham Couzner’s FJ Ute. 

The kitchen and BBQ seemed to be busy throughout the day (some times busier than oth-

ers).  

Finally, thank you to everybody who exhibited, attended, and helped out in any way. Also a 

big thank you to the event Committee, a job well done!                   Andrew Todd. 
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PIRIE AUTOPRO 

MORE ITEMS 

STOCKED. 

CHANGES  

MADE BUT 

THE SAME                          

GREAT                   

SERVICE. 

 78 Esmond Rd 

PORT PIRIE 

PHONE 

08 86332633 

Supporting PADARC Members with 

club discounts  

since 1995 

Port Pirie’s only privately owned  auto parts store 



 

June 2019 Crank Talk 10

Raffle winners  1st and 2nd Prizes 

YESTERYEAR Trophy winners on the day.  

Refer to the write up to see all winners names. 

The Yesterday Rally was a great success. 
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Left: Pt Pirie Mayor Leon Stephens opened the Yesterday Rally. 

Above: PADARC members T Dunning and Mick Cliff with the mayor 

Leon Stephens. 

Above: Barney Graham who started the Engine day, 

displayed some of his engines. Above right: The 

swap meet and utes and cars displayed on the day. 
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This month we welcome Ray White, who adds another dimension to 

our vehicles. Ray owns a classic motor home which he states is in 

great condition . This vehicle is an Albion Viking & is of 1967 vintage.  

Joining our band of happy Ford owners is Andy & Lynne Cornelsen. 

They  have a restored 1966 Mustang Coupe & reside at Napperby.  

Also welcome Colin and Julie Shubert of Highbury, who have a re-

stored stationery engine. 

Also a new member with a stationery engine is Brian Jones from 

Clearview. Glad to see some new stationery engine members. 

Nathanael and D’neene Logan live in Port Pirie and have 2 children, 

they also own a 1974 HQ Holden Kingswood in great condition. 

Scott and Krystie White of Port Pirie own a restored 1979 HZ States-

man. 

And a final welcome to Craig and Brooke Farinola and their 5 children 

live in Port Pirie and have a 1968 HK Monaro in Original condition. 

They also own several other vehicles, motorcycles and stationery en-

gines. 

Such a great range of new engines and vehicles joining the club. Great 

to see. 

Welcome everyone. 
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This attractive young  lady is Denise Joyce standing 

alongside the faithful Vanguard ute ‘ U Beaut’ back 

in 1955. 
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June 

 

Happy Birthday wishes are extended to Glenys Collins who celebrates her 75th Happy oc-

casion this year. Joining in on the June celebrations will be Lyn Norton with her  60 birth-

day  & Sandra Bormann who will turn up the double 5, having a great 55th.  We hope you 

will all enjoy a  very  Happy Birthday & in the future many more.  

 

Happy Birthday PADARC junior members who enjoy a birthday in June. 

PADARC Juniors celebrating are Brody Harvey &  

Ivy Louise Taylor Arboit   who will celebrate her first. 

To all our members mentioned above we trust your special occasion is really significant & 

you all enjoy a very happy day. 

Lefty Lethbridge is on the mend following his accident & according to a  family member is 

in good spirits.  

Our thoughts & well wishes are with Connie Dunning who has been waiting patiently for 

a hip replacement. Time is drawing near & our best wishes are with you Connie for it all 

to be over.    

Lots of Colds and Flus going around, your Editor has had Pneumonia  also.  
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Event No.  1 

Koolunga's 150th Celebration  -  Sunday  7th July 

Leaving the PADARC club rooms at 10.00am we travel to the Koolunga School, where we will meet up with 

those members who go direct, where we do a parade starting at  12 noon  along the Koolunga main 

street.  (For those who wish to arrive really early, there is an egg and bacon breakfast being served from 

8.30am  for a gold coin donation.) 

Following the parade, there is a BBQ lunch available (adults $5, children $2).  After lunch will be the unveiling 

of the commemorative plaque ceremony.  The school and history room will be open from 10.00am.   There is 

also a history walk, or you could visit the river to look for the bunyip. 

 

Event No.  2 

Special event  -  Hickory's Run  -  Saturday  20th July 

We leave the club rooms at  10.00am  and meet those members who go direct at Hickory's Run, a farm just 

north of Stone Hut, firstly for a nice lunch  ($25 per head)  followed by an Observation Rally that will also be a 

Time Trial  -  $5 per entry, winner take all.  Following our return, I have arranged a Quiz Master for further en-

tertainment, testing our general knowledge.  Your chance to win a prize or two. 
 

This venue is licensed to cater for (and has space for) no more than 24 persons.  Very unfortunately, this will 

restrict our member participation to that number.  Obviously because of this, our numbers will have to be lim-

ited to the first 24 members who pay the $25 per head upfront, so be early to ensure your seat.  First come, 

first served principle. 

 

Any queries regarding either trip, please ring me on  86330774. 

 

Regards,  Dave Willsher 

$25 PER HEAD MENU 

HONEY SOY CHICKEN WITH JASMINE RICE 

BEER BATTERD FLAT HEAD TAILS WITH CHIPS 

BOMBAY CURRY WITH JASMINE RICE 

BOWLS OF SALAD PROVIDED. 

 

PLATES OF ASSORTED LITTLE CAKES AND SLICES. 

 

URN TEA AND COFFEE 
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Members who are not present at meetings & have been failing to 

pick up mag from 264 The Terrace (the residence of Kristian & 

S’mantha Jansen) will now not have a magazine printed for them. 

So either pick them up or have them emailed to you with you 

wish a copy. 

This month is the AGM so we hope that everybody has paid 

their fees, if you are unfinancial there are several things you 

need to remember. 

1. You cannot drive your car under club registration as it is 

unregistered as soon as your membership runs out. 

2. You cannot vote at the AGM or any of the club meetings. 

3. You will not receive a Crank Talk magazine. 

 

We hope that if you have forgotten to renew your member-

ship that you do so asap with the Rego Officers and Treasurer. 

 

Thank you. 
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A Scotsman living in Adelaide phones his Aussie dentist to enquire about the cost of  a 

tooth extraction. 

The dentist informs him “$220.00 for an extraction Mate”  “$220.00,” the Scotty replies  “ 

that’s a lot money,  hav ye  no’ got anythin’ cheaper?” 

“That’s the normal charge, Mate replies the dentist.  “Wit afoot if ye didnae  use any 

anesetic.” 

“That’s unusual Mate, but I could do it & knock of $20.” 

“wit aboot if you used one of your dentist trainees  &still witoot the  anesetic” 

The dentist replied “ I can’t guarantee their professionalism & it would be painful, but the 

price would drop to $180.”    “How aboot if ye made it a training session, ’ave yer student 

do the extraction with the other students watching & learning “?. 

“it would be good for the students” mulled the dentist “Ill charge you $50 bucks, but it 

will be traumatic, mate.” 

“Och, now your talking Laddie, It’s a deal’ said the Scotsman “Can ye confirm an appoint-

ment for the wife next Tuesday then.”   

A friend of mine & his wife were dining at a table at a fancy restaurant recently & his wife 

noticed him staring at a drunken lady swigging her drink as she sat alone at a nearby ta-

ble.  “Do you know her” his wife enquired..   “Yes “ answered my mate,  “She’s my ex Girl 

Friend.  I understand she took to drinking right after we split up seven years ago, & I have 

been told she hasn’t been sober since.” “My God” said his wile  “Who would think a per-

son could go on celebrating that long.”                                                                                  

Oil Can Harry 
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Australian Made and Proud of it 

Phone 08 8662 4071  

Fax 08 8662 4276 

PO Box 214 Georgetown 

SA 5472 

L.D. Burns & K.R.  

Roskell 

A.B.N. 52 316 123 953   

For Sale 

1982 Suzuki TS185ERX With Books and original tool kit 

In original condition except seat 

cover, has been replaced 

Still on CCI Lubrication 

37717 Kms 

$1950.00 

Gary 0457299152 
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Waikerie Hit & Miss Rally   

August 10/11    A real treat for stationary engines enthusiasts.         

      We recommend this event.  

 

The Bay to Birdwood 

Sept 29     This year is the Bay to Birdwood Classic for classic  

      and  early modern motorcars, motorcycles and com 

      mercial vehicles manufactured between 1 January  

      1956 and 31 December 1986. Registrations will open 

      in June.  

 

Twin Bridges Rally Murray Bridge  

Oct 18 — 20    We would encourage you to set aside these dates  

      and  give serious thought to attending this well tried  

      and  proven event.  

      For Further Information CONTACT 

       Graham / Maureen —- 0428813070 

       Roy / Elaine —— 0438425791 

       Ricky / Neil — 0434945504 & 0455975055  

 

Strathalbyn Swap Meet  

Oct 20     Strathalbyn Harness Racing Club  

      (Milne Road 500 metres from West Tce/South Tce roundabout)  

      Further Inquiries Malcolm 0488 528 331 Deidre 0422 

      078 127 Dean 85521042   
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June 

Thursday 6th  AGM Clubrooms 7.30 pm 

Thursday 27th Committee Meeting Clubrooms 7.30 pm 

 

July 

Thursday 4th  General Meeting Clubrooms 7.30 pm 

Sunday 7th  Koolunga 150th Celebration 

     See write up in this Magazine 

Saturday 20th Hickory’s Run Event  

     See write up in this Magazine 

Thursday 25th  Committee Meeting Clubrooms 7.30 pm 

 


