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Disclaimer: The Pirie & Districts Automotive Restores Club Inc. can not Guarantee the correctness of general or technical information 

published in ‘Crank Talk’ &  accepts no responsibility for the consequences arising from the use of such information, which is given only 

as a guideline. 

 
1954 FJ HOLDEN JOSEPHINE O’CONNELL & JOHN YATES 

 

Josephine is the third owner of this vehicle, the previous ones being the original (20 years) and Jo’s 

father.  Jo’s family are farmers from outside Snowtown. When they retired, her parents moved to 

a property in the Snowtown township. Jo asked me to give her a hand to clear out a large shed at 

the back of their property.  In doing so I came across this old car buried under a heap of rags, 

wheat bags and other various, dare I say, junk.  Yes, there was the FJ. It had been there MANY 

years.  Jo wanted to keep it as both her parents were nearing permanent care age.  In their young-

er years Jo and her sister, Terry, used the FJ for ‘paddock bashing’, learning to drive.  “Could you 

get it going?” Jo asked.  The three letter answer has cost us more than just a few hours of very 

satisfying and, sometimes, very frustrating, toil.  We first had to get it to Whyalla, where we lived 

at that time.  Car trailer sought and obtained, the FJ was hauled out of the shed.  Forever the opti-

mist, I opened the doors and bonnet, cleared some of the dust and redbacks and decided it would 

be easier to get it on the trailer under its own power.  Checked water – none – oil – a tad.  

Attached a 12V battery (I had not come across a 6 V engine for a very long time and didn’t realise 

the FJ was 6V), put some fuel in the carby,  pulled the choke and pressed the starter.  You guessed 

it, it fired.  Having got that far we decided not to chance engine damage and hauled the car on to 

the trailer, flat and rotten tyres included. 

We was not involved in a Club in those days.  We retired from Whyalla 14 years ago.  We set about 

the task some years prior to that without much assistance.  Not really knowing what we were up 

to we sort of made an unconscious decision to try to keep everything as original as possible. Rare 

Spares, old sales, magazines, handbook and the internet were a great help.  We realised the body 

work repair and re-instatement was purely a matter of how much we wanted to spend.  So I 

attacked the mechanical.  I didn’t have a hoist back then, so it was chocks.  The speedo read 

47,000m.  Enquiries lead me to accept that as reasonably accurate, so we left the engine for later.  

Suspension, brakes, steering, transmission, cooling, wiring, you name it, it all needed repair and, in 

most cases, replacement. 

The engine was out, firewall was naked, in fact the engine compartment was bear.  We decided it 

was engine bay painting time.  First major mistake – we painted the bay black.  Have since learned 

the bay should be the car colour.  It is not getting changed.              

Continued further in magazine 

SUPPER ROSTER 

Josh Campbell 

Debbie Cliff 

Jenifer Court 
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 The Secretary PADARC   Email Address: padarc@yahoo.com.au 
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Hello members 

Welcome to a new club year, this year we have some new faces in various roles. We have 

Lyn Dawes as our new secretary and she will be continuing her roles as web page and Fa-

cebook co-ordinator, we have Peter Cox stepping up to the club registration officer fol-

lowing David Willsher who is taking a well deserved rest after many years of doing a bril-

liant job. Leith Button moving over to take on the events co-ordinators role, Jim Scriven 

accepting the bar officers role as well as new faces on the catering , maintenance and 

general committees. The hall custodian role has returned to Deb Greenfield, thank you to 

all those taking on new roles. 

 

It is with great sadness we learn of the passing of Connie Dunning, our deepest sympa-

thies must go to Gayle and Terry and the whole family. Connie has been a life member 

and a cornerstone of PADARC for decades, she has served on catering committees, gen-

eral committees, rally committees, as well as doing an excellent job of maintaining and 

hiring out the hall for many, many years. You could always rely on Connie to get things 

done, she will be greatly missed in our club rank and files, condolences to the entire fami-

ly. 

 

I will take this opportunity to remind any member who has NOT PAYED THEIR SUBS to do 

so or run the risk of having your CLUB REGO CANCELLED, it is a legal requirement of the 

club to do this. 

Until next time safe motoring  

Paul Collins 
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All radiator Sales, Repairs & Servicing 

Automotive Air Conditioning 

Exhaust & Tyres 

Log Book Servicing & Mechanical Repairs 

Manufacturing Hydraulic Brake Hoses 

  

     Specialising In 
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Crank Talk information to be forwarded to: 

 

scarmank@internode.on.net 

 

Editor:  

Kerrie-Lea Scarman 

0402 807 710 

 

Closing day for the magazine is the LAST THURSDAY of the month. 

WHY NOT HAVE CRANK TALK EMAILED TO YOU—contact the Editor to have your 

email address added to the list 

 

Any member who has not paid their club membership 

by the meeting this month WILL BE UNFINANCIAL. 

If you are unfinancial then you club car WILL NOT be regis-

tered under the club registration and you can be pulled 

over by the police and fined. 

Please ensure that you and your vehicle are financial. 

Thank you. 
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Josephine & Johns Holden Story cont. 

It took some considerable time to locate and replace all the worn components. Some were 

not replaceable so patience and learning were needed.  Once completed and really ready 

for restoration, it was time for the motor.  At this stage (we later went for unleaded com-

batable valves and re-faced head and block.  We have not touched the cylinders or bear-

ings) we replaced all necessary parts and started the motor. I know that sounds simple.  Be 

assured it was.  It ran like it was new.  We felt satisfied that further work was justified so 

decided to continue.  The car was repaired and painted at Murphy’s Crash, Kadina.  It was 

there nearly three years.  It became the task of a newly appointed apprentice.  The lengths 

to which he went were extraordinary.  An example (you will all be aware of the expression 

“it fits like an FJ’s doors”, in other words, not very well.  The doors on this car were no 

better than normal.  The apprentice ground back the edges of the doors so that three lay-

ers of metal were exposed.  He then re-welded and ground the edges to shape to coincide 

with the door openings.  You get the theme.  Needless to say he is now a tradesman.  In 

the meantime we had the seats and door trims re-done.  I managed to preserve the origi-

nal materials and only had to have partial seat spring replacement on the driver’s seat.  

Additionally all chrome work was resurfaced, re-chromed in Adelaide and painted with the 

help of a Kadina sign writer.  The paint is the original colour.  We preserved the dash insert 

that was there for the model without a radio and this was used for colour co-ordination. 

On completion of the paintwork there was a new headlining, the original absolutely not 

recoverable.  The flooring, it being a standard model, was supposed to be rubber.  Not 

available in those days so I installed carpet.  Looks better anyway, in my opinion. it is now 

available at about $780.00 for car and boot, 

Well, in brief, that is the story of about 6 -7 years entertainment.  All work was done locally 

and all replaced parts are genuine.  Nothing that relates to the recognition of the FJ has 

been replaced.  Engine and transmission nos. are consistent with manufacture. It is not 

perfect.  When welding the transmission linkage I obviously got something minutely 

wrong.  There is a small “lump” to navigate when changing from 2nd too 3rd.  However, we 

are happy with it and are happy to take it anywhere.  It is still 6V (we sourced a 6V alterna-

tor).  It still runs on crossply tyres. We made a couple of concessions. 1. The radiator core 

has been replaced and converted to “expansion/overflow” with a bottle attachment.  2. 

There is a temp. gauge.  We intend to fit seat belts, mainly to accommodate the new child 

passenger law. T assist with windscreen wiper operation we have made an expansion/

pressure retention bottle, not yet fitted. It will enable us to have wipers while going up-

hill!! Not a priority considering the likelihood of rain. 

If I can be of assistance to anyone embarking on a similar project, please do not hesitate to 

ask advice. 
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Event No.  1 

 

Koolunga's 150th Celebration  -  Sunday  7th July 

 

Leaving the PADARC club rooms at 10.00am we travel to the Koolunga School, where we will meet up with those members 

who go direct, where we do a parade starting at  12 noon  along the Koolunga main street.  (For those who wish to arrive 

really early, there is an egg and bacon breakfast being served from 8.30am  for a gold coin donation.) 

Following the parade, there is a BBQ lunch available (adults $5, children $2).  After lunch will be the unveiling of the com-

memorative plaque ceremony.  The school and history room will be open from 10.00am.   There is also a history walk, or you 

could visit the river to look for the bunyip. 

 

Event No.  2 

 

Special event  -  Hickory's Run  -  Saturday  20th July 

 

We leave the club rooms at  10.00am  and meet those members who go direct at Hickory's Run, a farm just north of Stone 

Hut, firstly for a nice lunch  ($25 per head)  followed by an Observation Rally that will also be a Time Trial  -  $5 per entry, 

winner take all.  Following our return, I have arranged a Quiz Master for further entertainment, testing our general 

knowledge.  Your chance to win a prize or two. 

 

This venue is licensed to cater for (and has space for) no more than 24 persons.  Very unfortunately, this will restrict our 

member participation to that number.  Obviously because of this, our numbers will have to be limited to the first 24 mem-

bers who pay the $25 per head upfront, so be early to ensure your seat.  First come, first served principle. 

 

Any queries regarding either trip, please ring me on  86330774. 

Regards,  Dave Willsher 

ANYONE WISHING TO ATTEND THESE EVENTS PLEASE GET YOUR NAMES TO DAVID ASAP  

$25 PER HEAD MENU 

 

HONEY SOY CHICKEN WITH JASMINE RICE 

BEER BATTERD FLAT HEAD TAILS WITH CHIPS 

BOMBAY CURRY WITH JASMINE RICE 

BOWLS OF SALAD PROVIDED. 

 

PLATES OF ASSORTED LITTLE CAKES AND SLICES. 

URN TEA AND COFFEE 
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PIRIE AUTOPRO 

MORE ITEMS 

STOCKED. 

CHANGES  

MADE BUT 

THE SAME                          

GREAT                   

SERVICE. 

 78 Esmond Rd 

PORT PIRIE 

PHONE 

08 86332633 

Supporting PADARC Members with 

club discounts  

since 1995 

Port Pirie’s only privately owned  auto parts store 
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7 March 1936—1 July 2019 

Connie Dunning was a life member of PADARC and also a dedicated member of the 

club,  she served on nearly every committee the club has and her help on all these 

committees was invaluable. 

 

The club wishes to send condolences to Terry, Gayle and all her family and friends. 

 

She will be very missed around the club. 
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Supplied by Kym Greenfield 
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Welcome to any new members. We hope to see you, your families and your vehicles/

engines at any up coming runs and meetings.  
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This dashing good looking young guy is Dennis Scarman 20 

years old when he was fulfilling his National Service          

obligation. Bet the girls couldn't leave him alone. 
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July 

 

Congratulations Glenys & Garry Collins who will be  celebrating their Golden Wedding on 

July 12th. Every good wish for continued happiness we wish them & trust that this special 

occasion will be extremely special. 

 

Happy Birthday greeting are extended to Lee-Ann Freer on the occasion of her 65th dur-

ing the month of July. Also celebrating her 50th Birthday this month is  Helen Young.  All 

birthdays are significant but there is also something extra special  about becoming half a 

Centurion.                   

Only one PADARC Junior celebrating in July & we wish a very Happy Birthday & good 

wishes to Tyson DeGioia.                                                                                                     

To all our members mentioned above we trust your special occasion is really significant & 

you all enjoy a very happy day. 

Hospitalised during June has been our Web Master Lynn. Lynn has had the procedure to 

remove her painful gallstones & we wish her well with her recovery.  

To any other members who have been feeling under the weather we wish you all a 

speedy recovery and hope that everyone else is coping with this cold snap in tempera-

ture recently. 
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From the Editor: 

This newsletter is for Club members ad so we would love submissions from any 

club members who wish to . 

 

If you have any pictures, stories, questions or just some funny stories then we 

want to hear from you!! 

 

Submit anything you have to Kerrie-Lea Scarman at:                                                

scarmank@internode.on.net,  call me on 0402 807 710 or just hand it to me t 

any meeting or run you see me at. 

 

I would love to see and read some of your stories and I am sure other mem-

bers will too.  
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Text of a  letter from a kid from Eromanga to Mum and Dad. (For Those of you not in  the 

know, Eromanga is a small town, west of Quilpie in the far south west of Queensland) 

Dear Mum & Dad, 

I am well. Hope youse are  too. Tell me big brothers Doug and Phil that the Army is better 

than  workin' on the farm - tell them to get in bloody quick smart before the  jobs are all gone! I 

wuz a bit slow in settling down at first, because  ya don't hafta get outta bed until 6 am. But I like 

sleeping in now, cuz  all ya gotta do before brekky is make ya bed and shine ya boots and  clean 

ya uniform. No bloody cows to milk, no calves to feed, no feed to stack - nothin'!! Ya haz gotta 

shower though, but its not so bad, coz  there's lotsa hot water and even a light to see what ya 

doing! 

At brekky ya get cereal, fruit and eggs but there's no kangaroo  steaks or possum stew like wot 

Mum makes. You don't get fed again until  noon and by that time all the city boys are buggered 

because we've been  on a 'route march' - geez its only just like walking to the windmill in the 

back paddock!! 

This one will kill me brothers Doug and Phil with laughter. I keep getting medals for shootin' - 

dunno why. The  bullseye is as big as a bloody possum's bum and it don't move and it's not firing 

back at ya like the Johnsons did when our big scrubber bull got into their prize cows before the 

Ekka last year! All ya gotta do is  make yourself comfortable and hit the target - it's a piece of 

piss!!  You don't even load your own cartridges, they comes in little boxes, and ya don't have to 

steady yourself against the rollbar of the roo shooting  truck when you reload! 

Sometimes ya  gotta wrestle  with the city boys and I gotta be real careful coz they break easy -

  it's not like fighting with Doug and Phil and Jack and Boori and Steve  and Muzza all at once like 

we do at home after the muster. 

Turns out  I'm not a bad boxer either and it looks like I'm the best the platoon's got, and I've on-

ly been beaten by this one bloke from the Engineers -  he's 6 foot 5 and 15 stone and three pick 

handles across the shoulders and as ya know I'm only 5 foot 7 and eight stone wringin' wet, but 

I  fought him till the other blokes carried me off to the boozer. 

I  can't complain about the Army - tell the boys to get in quick before  word gets around how 

bloody good it is eh!. 

Your loving  daughter, Sheila XXX 

Oil Can Harry 
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Australian Made and Proud of it 

Phone 08 8662 4071  

Fax 08 8662 4276 

PO Box 214 Georgetown 

SA 5472 

L.D. Burns & K.R.  

Roskell 

A.B.N. 52 316 123 953   
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Waikerie Hit & Miss Rally   

August 10/11    A real treat for stationary engines enthusiasts.         

      We recommend this event.  

 

The Bay to Birdwood 

Sept 29     This year is the Bay to Birdwood Classic for classic  

      and  early modern motorcars, motorcycles and com 

      mercial vehicles manufactured between 1 January  

      1956 and 31 December 1986. Registrations will open 

      in June.  

 

Twin Bridges Rally Murray Bridge  

Oct 18 — 20    We would encourage you to set aside these dates  

      and  give serious thought to attending this well tried  

      and  proven event.  

      For Further Information CONTACT 

       Graham / Maureen —- 0428813070 

       Roy / Elaine —— 0438425791 

       Ricky / Neil — 0434945504 & 0455975055  

 

Strathalbyn Swap Meet  

Oct 20     Strathalbyn Harness Racing Club  

      (Milne Road 500 metres from West Tce/South Tce roundabout)  

      Further Inquiries Malcolm 0488 528 331 Deidre 0422 

      078 127 Dean 85521042   
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July 

Thursday 4th  General Meeting Clubrooms 7.30 pm 

Sunday 7th  Koolunga 150th Celebration 

     See write up in this Magazine 

Saturday 20th Hickory’s Run Event  

     See write up in this Magazine 

Thursday 25th  Committee Meeting Clubrooms 7.30 pm 


