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LEON STEPHENS PONTIAC STORY 

Being a car and bike lover from way back, I had always had older cars from HQ's and HJ Monaro’s and Statesman’s EK and 
HD Holden’s and for a period of time while the kids were little and growing up,, I put my passion on hold until 3 years 
ago, when this funny story unfolded. 

A guy come into the shop trying to sell me a convertible VW, imagine me in a Volkswagen, so I said no not interested ma-
te, thank you. Later that day Terry Dunning came in and I was telling him the story, and he asked “do you want an old 
car” I said “nah”. But as you know what Terry is like, he kept rattling off cars that were for sale, The Pontiac came up that 
Gordon Beyer had owned, the ex-Chauffeur to the Smelters, that actually tweaked my interest. Terry went on to say the 
Gordons, daughter Sonya and son-in-law John, now owned the car.  That was a coincidence because we had Johns Mo-
torbike in for a service that day,  and at that very moment, in walked John. Well off went Terry in his usual fashion , what 
is your car, how much is it, are you selling it. Leon’s looking for a car. Meanwhile, I am standing there with a dumb look 
on my face! 

Well, Debra’s away with Cliffy’s wife, Deb  and I am at a loose end.  What harm would it do to have a look. So I find myself 
organising the kids and a visit to John's Farm. My son in law, Hayden is a very fussy bugger and as we drove down to the 
shed on the farm, I noticed Hayden paying a little more than attention than normal. He crawled all over the car and un-
derneath. John said, “why not take it for a ride” which we did. On returning from  the drive, Hayden said “you need to get 
this or I will”.  Kandice, my daughter said “this looks gangster, Dad” Well, the rest was history,  membership to your club 
was imminent . 

Speaking of history the car was restored quite some time ago, by Gordon the colour was Black, which it still is today and 
interior green which is now changed to red. Gordon purchased the car from Ray Mann of Broadview in 1984 and it was 
previously owned by Anthony Holland. Gordon completed the respray in 1986 just in time for the Bay to Birdwood, which 
I hope to do in 2020. 

Since we have owned the car it has  spent a fair amount of time under restoration of the running gear. Cliffy went 
through the brakes, suspension, and a lot of the niggly things that just happen in an old car, a great job. The motor was 
tired so tired on a twilight cruise in Victor Harbour, following the crew to the lookout, we very nearly didn’t make it to the 
top.  That inspired me to do the motor up, and after many conversation’s with Cliffy, I decided to not put a V8 in the old 
girl, rather keep it standard. My thought was find another standard motor and rebuild it , so as to keep the car on the 
road till we had everything prepared. Whilst I was looking, the car had a sleep over at Les Wyatt’s place to get all the pan-
els lining up as best as possible, but most importantly all the new window winders and door knobs fitted, 

As for the engine, I was fortunate enough to find one in a Hot-rod shop, in Adelaide with a gearbox attached and four 
rims and tyres.  The motor was the exact same size physically, it was obviously in his way and couldn’t help enough, load-
ing it onto my motorbike trailer.  That trailer is designed for three bikes and you never really know its behind you when 
loaded. You knew you had something heavy on this day, the old cast block was heavy, 

The original motor was a 222 and the replacement was a 239, nobody would be able to tell . So it was off  to Jamie Neil’s, 
of Port Augusta to be machined, planned and acid dipped and bored it 1 size over, supplied new pistons and sent it 
back  a beautiful job, 

During the quiet of winter in the workshop,  I got my guys to put it all back together, replacing everything we could down 
to head bolts, cleaning up the engine bay, sand blasting, respraying, fitting thermal fans to keep it cool in parades, six 
months’ work on and off in total, it felt like forever, but as you know some other's take years. 

It was now, at this time, I was very happy to have had a fussy son in-law overseeing the project, he did a fantastic job 
getting her back on the road. 

The end result is the old girl will happily cruise at 70 mph if you want to, runs cool , and starts beautifully. She has just 
turn 80 years old. My three year old grandson, Toby has just laid claim to it being his car, so I guess there is no selling her. 
He  has a new name for the colour black (poppa's car). 

We have definitely now got the bug and are currently seeking a V8 to do up, but as you guys all know the classics are 
harder and harder to find.  So we are even looking to the moderns and be happy to wait till they are classics. Without 
doubt the colour will have to be (poppas car) black. 

Thank you for the opportunity to tell my cars story.       

Leon Stephens 



 

Hello member’s.   

Well, another month has slipped by.  There’s some good news as we have a new Secretary. Peter 

Cox has offered his services which has been graciously accepted.  Peter already acts as our Senior 

Club Registration Officer and Vice President.  On another note, we are loosing our Club Custodi-

an, .as she is leaving Port Pirie.  Kym Greenfield will fill this position, and thank you Kym.  We 

must express our sincere thanks to Deb for all she has done for the Club during her time here 

with us.  More news, as there has been some hooning and donuts on the oval, which took place a 

couple of weekends ago.  Now the Port Pirie Regional Council has installed a chain and locks over 

the driveway to prevent vehicular access.  We do have keys to enable us to unlock this for 

meeting, club events, etc. because of some idiots, the rest of us have to put up with it.  This was 

not a Club decision. Anyway we have had a successful run to Broughton Plains Heritage Museum 

at Wandearah, with thirteen cars and twenty five member’s attending.  Thank you to those who 

participated. 

Until next time, safe driving. 

Regards Paul 

             PRIIE AND DISTRICTS AUTOMOTIVE RESTORES CLUB Inc. 

          Administration Committee    Other Appointed Non Committee 

President   Paul Collins   Bar-Person   Jim Scrivens 

    0437016700    

Vice President  Peter Cox    Clubroom Custodian Deb Greenfield 

    86362553        0498049179 

Secretary        Catering Supervisor Jo O’Connell 

Minute Secretary Glenys Collins        

    86365062    Webmaster/F/Book Lynn Dawes 

Treasurer   Colin Lang        86334560 

    0400299005    MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE 

Historic Rego Officer Peter Cox    Garry Harris  Garry Collins 

    86362553    David Haldane  Peter Crossman 

Asst Rego Officer  Wayne Ellard   Colin Lang 

    86334560 

 COMMITTEE PERSONS 

Christine Baker: 0428639259, Garry Collins: 86365062, Garry Harris: 86622382, 

 David Haldane: 0419866881 
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Disclaimer: The Pirie & Districts Automotive Restores Club Inc. can not Guarantee the correctness of general or tech-

nical information published in ‘Crank Talk’ &  accepts no responsibility for the consequences arising from the use of 

such information, which is given only as a guideline. 

 

 SUPPER-ROSTER—2nd April 2020. 

     Jeanett Button 

    Glenys Collins 

    Suzanne Crossman 

IMPORTANT INFO RE SUBS  

The committee has decided  the subs for the fiscal year 2020/21 will be $55.00 & those who desire to      

receive their magazine posted, the cost will be an additional $12.00.  

Subs are not due till Ist May and you have until the A.G.M. to pay the fees. In order to comply with The 

Code of Practice, PADARC must notify the MPTI before the end of JULY, of any unfinancial members who 

have conditionally registered vehicles. 

If members would like to pay their subs now the Club Treasurer Colin Lang will be available at all general 

meetings to take payments of subs for the year 2020/21. 

Colin Lang PADARC Club Treasurer. 

IMPORTANT INFO RE REGISTRARION 

Subs are due by the Clubs AGM. Fees can be paid now, the club Treasurer will be available at all general 

meetings to take payment of fees, on payment a receipt and membership card will be issued to the mem-

ber. After payment members may get their log books updated by the club register. 

Paragraph from rule 11.6 (within two months of the end of the club’s financial year, provide an annual 

report to the Register detailing members who are no longer financial members of the club). The DPTI will 

then cancel the registration of the vehicle/s. 

Remember !  You must be financial to drive your conditionally registered vehicle/s. 

To have log books updated and stamped contact  myself or my assistant Wayne Ellard who will validate 

your log book and that will cover you until 31 May 2021 

Peter Cox Historic Vehicle Registration Officer 

SUBS 2020/21 

LOG BOOK REGISTRATION 



 

 

 

 

 

The picture shows the         essential 

parts of the Smiths Air Compressor 

which was fitted with a finned after cool-

er at extra cost if cool air was required. 

1 Smith’s compressor head, 2 Pierce 

Motor governor, 3 Ford Model B Water 

pump, 4  R.C. Pilot Valve, 5           Upload-

er to Cylinders, 6 Idling device, 7 Pop Off 

Valve . 8 Pressure gauge & 9 Finned air cooler if required. 

The pilot valve controlled the unloading & idling by admitting air pressure from the air re-

ceiver to the unloader cylinders & idling device. When the desired maximum pressure was 

reached, the intake valves on the compressor were held open & the carburettor closed to 

idling speed.  The motor generator contained a constant speed from zero to maximum 

pressure by opening the carburettor as the loading increased. The pop off valve was gener-

ally set to 150 lbs  & functioned only if the uploaders failed. The pressure gauge indicated 

the pressure in the air tank. 

The centre 2 cylinders pump and the outside 2 cylinders drive it. Information  I gained 

from the net some rebuilt compressors have reed valves (fairly common on compressors).  

You must be mindful of these contraptions as they may suck exhaust in to the air. Also, you 

have to think about any hydrocarbons (mainly oil) which can come around the pistons/

rings, or where ever) and manifest itself as carbon monoxide. Make sure you have a relief 

valve & pressure switch that works and that your tank is a rated pressure vessel. Old tanks 

may not be safe to use, especially if they have some rust problems. Welding         technolo-

gy was not the greatest back then when the Smiths units were built either. Don't test a 

tank by "airing it up to the rated pressure or more" as if it fails during the test, it will be 

catastrophic. These items can be a problem on modern compressors too, just something 

to keep in mind. Safety first! A couple of comments from Model A Club members in  

America, 

Some of the members in the Model A (USA) club have these Gordon-Smith compressors 

and use them to sandblast with. I am guessing that the H.P is equivalent to perhaps a 10 to 

20 H.P. unit...probably closer to the lower value. That should be plenty good enough to 

blast  with.  

These are not high dollar collectables in my opinion. I gave $50 for my first, that turned out 

to have a cracked head & block, but a complete unit. I bought the second (conversion 

parts only) for $100. I've since bought a couple of A engines for around $50.                                                      

Kym Greenfield 



,.We would like to welcome two new members to PADARC. 

George Kennerley who owns a 1990 Toyota Lexcen wagon. 

Graham Sellen who has two vehicles. 1950 Austin A70 Hampshire and 1956 A40 Countryman. 

We look forward to seeing you at our meetings or club runs. 

Received a note & a joke from my old mate Blogsy. I was shocked & true proper shamed 

when I first read it but smiles in the end! So might you  It stated THE F WORD                

Quite frankly; the little four letter "F" word the   ONLY word in the English language 

accurately   describes some situations:  

 

 

  The     word is 'FEAR,' of course! 



ALL AMERICAN DAY 
 
Sunday 16 February 2020, I travelled on a nice warm day to the All American Day at Surray Downs, in  
Adelaide.  After leaving my daughter's place at 8.30am and I arrived at Surrey Downs to look at all the 
cars on display.  I took photos of three Ford Mercury's, 1948, 1951 1953, three Plymouth's 1935, 1937, 
1939, two Pontiacs 1938 and 1939, 1929 Packard, a 1941 Buick Coupe, a 1962 Chrysler, plus a 1974  
excaliber Kit Car.  There were approximately 500 vehicles on display, nearly all of which were popular 
American cars from the 1920's to 1990's. Before leaving, I purchased three car books from Bevan Young, 
who had his stall inside the hall at the ground. 
 
Leon Darley 

PADARC RUN TO BROUGHTON PLAINS HERITAGE SOCIETY MUSEUM. 

 

We lined up outside the Clubrooms ready for a short drive to Wandearah to visit the Broughton Plains 

Heritage Society Museum Complex.  As we left the Clubrooms via Wandearah Road, the trip went off 

without incident and we arrived in good time to file inside the airconditioned museum to a spread of 

tea/coffee, cakes, biscuits and slices.  I gave a brief talk on the activities of the group, then we proceed-

ed to look around through the various sheds and displays including the recently opened Community 

Shed, a large structure totally sealed with all manner of farming equipment. Blacksmith equipment, 

Gayle and Terry’s A40. presented for display.  Also on display is a 45m propeller blade with a wind  

turbine generator from Jamestown, massive thing it is.  After a tour and time to look around the adja-

cent Wandearah Hall, we retired back into the Museum  Building for more coffee and cakes. 

I .even had my first experience at left hand drive, thanks to Terry and the New Yorker, a very nice com-

fortable cruiser she is.  A good day was had by all, thank you to those who attended. Thank you must go 

to for the wonderful morning tea made by Glenys. 

 

Member's who attended were: 
 
Paul Collins     Ford XW GT 
Janette and Ross Knibbs   Toyota 
Kym Greenfield     1966 Ford Cortina 440 
Robert  Rixon     1974 Leyland Marina 
Garry Collins     1969 ZC Fairlane 
Kristian and Hayden Jansen   SAAB Convertible 
L Avery      Landcruiser V8 
Terry and Gayle Dunning   1960 Chrysler New Yorker 
passengers Don and Judy Nayda 
Kevin Green     1978 Mercedes Benz 280E 
T Zbierski      1965 HD Holden 
G Kennedy      1981Toyoto Lexcen 
Jo O'Connell and John Yates   1954 FJ Holden Sedan 
Christine Baker     2013 Ford Focus 
 
Paul Collins    
Club Captain 



 

PADARC members travelled to Wandearah  

To visit the Broughton Plains Heritage  

Societies Museum. 

All who attended said that it was a great 

day  and if you have not seen the museum 

take a run to Wandearah  and have a look. 



 

All Radiator Sales, Repairs & Servicing 

Automotive Air Conditioning 

Exhaust & Tyres 

Log Book Servicing & Mechanical Repairs 

Manufacturing Hydraulic Brake Hoses 

     Specialising In 



Pat & Norma Greenfield way back in 

the 50’s enjoying a night out                       

No Worries, No Kids, No Cash  



2020 PADARC RALLY_RAFFLE. 

    TICKETS ON SALE AT THE CLUB 

First Prize: 

PADARC is running another Rally 

Raffle. Please support this raffle by 

purchasing a ticket or take a book 

and sell them to your friends or 

purchase the book. Tickets on sale 

from the next general meeting. 

RIGHT:  SECOND 

               PRIZE 

 

 

BELOW LEFT: 

THIRD PRIZE 

ABOVE:    FOURTH PRIZE. 

ALL ABOVE PRIZES PURCHASED FROM AND SUPPORT-

ED BY NORTHERN CARAVAN |& OUTDOOR CENTRE. 



CLUB ITEMS FOR SALE 

Car Badge Metal       $17.00 

Car badge Sticker       $ 2.00 

Heritage Sticker       $ 2.00 

Vehicle Enthusiast Sticker     $ 2.00 

Lapel Badge Metal       $ 7.00 

Cloth Badge        $ 4.50 

Magazines Posted Annually     $11.00 

PADARC will stage their 18th Biennial Rally over the long week end 

June 5th-8th 2020. 

Friday 5th June  late afternoon, there will be early bird registration at the Clubrooms for 

members & early visitors who wish to register, and light refreshments.  

Saturday 6th am Registration & parking vehicles, swap , Bar B Q & food sales,         comple-

mentary Tea, coffee etc. for all rally entrants. After lunch the official opening of the event 

& the Rally Director invites all entrants to join for a tour north of our city. Saturday even-

ing Getting to Know You Dinner at the Port Football Clubroom,  

Sunday 7th. The rally’s main tour. We will be touring south of our city, more info on this in 

later additions of Crank Talk. On returning to base after the Sunday run we will be enjoying 

our Presentation Dinner Dance at Port Pirie’s newest entertaining & dining venue The Me-

morial Oval Sports Precinct. 

Monday 8th. The Rally Farewell Breakfast will be at our Clubrooms & our ladies & gents on 

our catering committee will satisfy every ones needs. 

Our rally badge pictured at left maintains the same format as our inaugural badge 1986 

which was designed by Nev Kroemer. 

PLEASE TAKE NOTE 

Make a note of this special event & your attendance is 

paramount.  Note the dates. 

Only FOUR months to our major event 



MARCH 

Congratulations & best  wishes to Gwendoline & Keith Ellard who celebrate their 55th 

Wedding anniversary this month   

Sandra & David Bormann will celebrate their 35th   

    Jeanette & Leith Button will celebrate 20 years of happiness. 

Happy Birthday wishes are extended to our following members who celebrate a special 

birthday in March.                                                                                                           

Adrian Patterson, Lois Harvey, Leon Stephens, Len Wilkes & Donovan Duncan. 

Congratulation's on your 18th,  Happy Birthday Paige Jansen.  

PADARC Juniors celebrating are Bella Porta, Levi Hoskin & Riley King.   

To all our members mentioned above we trust your special occasion is really significant & 

you all enjoy a very happy day. 

Lawrence Joyce has come home from Adelaide and is resting at home. 

Pat Greenfield is still going to the hospital for dressings to his leg, hope that this is not for 

too much longer. 

If any PADARC member who has been on the sick list, we hope that you have a speedy 

Recovery. 

 

 



          BITS AND PIECES 

             Internet Sites of Interest 

 

 Austin 7 CLub of SA      www.austin7 clubs.com.au 

 Bordertown Vehicles Restorers Club   www.bvrc.com.au 

 Chrysler Restorers Club     www.chrysler-restorers-sa.org.au 

 Gawler Car Club       www.gawlercarclub.onoz.net 

 Hillman  Car Club of SA      www.sa.hillman.org.au 

 Maitland Auto Preservation Society   www.maps-yp.org 

 Military Vehicle Collectors Society of SA   www.military-vehicle-museum.org.au 

    INVITATIONAL EVENTS 

 

 

MARCH 2020 

Sat/Sun  7th & 8th       35th Annual Power of the Past 

13 -15 March The Historic Commercial Vehicle Club of Australia – SA                     
   Branch invites you to join David Kent and Liz Martin as we          
   cruise  Port Pirie, Port Germein, Weroona Island.   
   An event for all commercial vehicles produced prior to 1989. 
   Saturday RSL 8.00am 
   10.30am Main Street, run to Port Germein. 
   12.30am  Lunch in the Institute Hall Port Germein. 
   Then travel to Ian Barklas home 
   Run around Wieroona Island, afternoon tea at 2.30pm. 
   AGM   5.30pm 
   Dinner Lions Club  6.30pm 
   Sunday: Public 10.00am to 11.00am Opening at 2.00pm. 
    
 
15 March           NARC Swap Meet at Clare Showgrounds 
   $15.00 per site         $5.00  General admission 
   Phone Graham Good   0418 894 304 
   Craig Thomas           0429 001 242 

 

, 

 



Australian Made and Proud of it 

Phone 08 8662 4071  

Fax 08 8662 4276 

PO Box 214 Georgetown 

SA 5472 

L.D. Burns & K.R.  

     Club Organised Events 
  

MARCH 2020 
05  March   General Meeting at 7.30pm atClubrooms 
 
07 March  Mystery Club  Run leave Clubrooms at 930am 
   (slower cars earlier) 
   Club Captain David Willsher 
   Instructions will be given in the morning at the Clubhouse, 
   to run to a secret location. 
 
7/8 March  Power of the Past 
 
12 March  Rally Meeting at 7pm at Clubrooms 
 
13 -15 March The Historic Commercial Vehicle Club of Australia – SA opening. 
                     
26 March  Committee Meeting at 7.30pm at Clubrooms 
 
29 March  Booleroo Centre Steam and Traction. Meet at club at 9.00am. 

 

APRIL 2020 
 
4 April  Laura Folk Fair 
   Let Christine know, who would like to be Club Captain for the day. 
 
22 May  Keep date free for visiting Triumph Club 
   6pm for dinner.  $15.00 per person. 
   Soup    BBQ   Sweets 
   To book for reservations 
   Phone Jo O'Connell  0427 179 455 

JUNE 2020 
 
5 – 8 June  PADARC Biennial Rally 
   ALL WELCOME. 


