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I purchased our FJ Holden from the late Bill French in 1988.Little 

is known of its history other than Bill buying it from Greig’s at 

Spalding, at the Clare Swap Meet. It is a business sedan type 217. 

It has a grab rail just behind the back seat this I've been told was 

used only on Taxi & Police cars. A Holden historian in NSW has 

informed me that the engine is ex Police because it has the letter 

P after the engine serial number, therefor it is highly likely that 

this car was a Police car although an unusual colour. It is Glen 

Green which according to the paint charts was only used on this 

model in 1954.  This has been the only way of determining its 

age. When I bought it from Bill, it was a horrible metallic blue. 

Obviously someone had dreams of turning it into a hot rod, For-

tunately I saved it from this terrible fate. During 1995 the car had 

its major restoration work. I arranged for Serges Crash Repairs to 

do the body & paint work & I attended to the mechanicals. I've 

tried to keep this car as original as possible, with radial tyres & 

laminated windscreen the only changes. We have used the car 

on several long trips, its first one was when I joined in with the 

48/FJ Club of SA on a Flinders Ranges Tour in 1999. You always 

wonder if everything will be OK on your early runs. The biggest 

test was the run up the Birdsville Track in 1999. it handled it like 

a breeze, although some air-conditioning & better suspension 

would have been welcome. Compared to modern vehicles they 

are terrible to drive, but there is just something very special that 

makes you want to be in them all the time. I think Ill take it for a 

spin right now.    



  Hello Members,   

 

Hello members, well the 2021 yesteryear day has come and gone and what a great day it was, special 
thankyou to David Haldane, Wayne White  Andrew Todd  John Yates and Jo Oconnell, and other members 
who helped out with organising, marshalling, log book checks, raffles , etc  ,also we must thank all the ven-
dors in the swap meet a lot of whom travelled a long way to be here and of course those from this club 
and visitors who displayed vehicles, engines ,motor cycles, a tractor , thank you to those PADARC members 
who made the effort as well. It was a great day ,perfect weather and a very large crowd for most of the 
day ,we must also thank Pirie Office National, the Port Pirie Regional Council , for their sponsorship of the 
day and it is envisaged that this will become a annual event and next years is scheduled for Sunday May 1st 
2022 and yes it is envisaged that we will have the rally next year separate to this day, The next upcoming 
event is the triumph club visit on May 21st for a BBQ tea and get to know you at the clubrooms so please 
come along and bring your vehicle to display, then its AGM time so please fill out those forms and don't be 
afraid to put in for a position Thank you  

 

Paul Collins 

President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRIUMPH CAR CLUB VISIT to PADARC 
 

 The Triumph Car Club are visiting Port Pirie on Friday May 21st. They have approximately 15 cars 
and 30 members coming and are keen to meet and show off cars etc to PADARC members. 

They will meet us at the clubhouse at around 5pm to be followed by sausage sizzle, tea, coffee and 
cake. $5 per person catered by PADARC. 

If you are going to meet the Triumph Club Members and would like to stay for tea, please contact Jo 
so that she can cater for the tea. PHONE NO. 0427 179 455 

 

PADARC members are encouraged to come and join in the evening, bring their cars and make them 
feel welcome.  

 

Regards Jo O’Connell 
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As I promised that we would continue for several weeks with David Willsher story   

Living through the 2nd World War. 

 

Sorry this is all about me, but I must tell it as it was. This is three days before Christmas 1942.  It had been really cold for a few 
days and I spent most of the time inside but this morning it had snowed, and all was white and fluffy, everything was cov-
ered.  A wonderful sight!  I had seen snow before but not like this.  We had snow at home in London but that was more like a 
sleet and turned black and slushy.  

 

Ma had got down this box from the top of the wardrobe.  Inside were silver pine cones,  acorns, and a silver star, all sparkly, for 
the top of the tree.  Then there was some coloured paper, red, blue, and green, which she cut into strips and taught me how to 
make chains.  I spent hours doing this, getting the glue all over the  place, but It did look nice when the front room was done.  I 
had a great time.  It was as if the war hadn't happened.  I even got presents on Christmas Day.  Mum had sent me two gifts, a 
box of crayons and a colouring-in book (we used a slate board with chalk and pencils at school) and, would you believe it, a 
hand knitted jumper of all different colours.  I loved it and wore it most of the time. Not much thought of the war at that time.   

 

Village life was so different. The air raid warning went off each day at noon but Pa had said that was just a test.  We still had to 
keep the gas masks handy and sometimes would see the planes going over up very high.  Pa would look up and say they are 
going for Manchester or the docks at Liverpool.   The BBC six o'clock news was a must, for everyone tuned in for the reports 
each day.  It seemed to be getting worse.  They would say how many buildings had been destroyed, and how many  people had 
been killed. Then we would all cheer when we heard that our defence force had shot down so many planes.  Always in the news 
was the report about our Spitfires over the English channel saving thousands of lives.   As a small child this was all so hard to 
understand.  Please remember this was real, not like the movies.  This really did happen. I can never forget those reports of all 
those people dying and I never will.  One day at Michael's house all these men came in a big truck and, around the back, started 
digging this big hole.  All pick and shovel work.  His mum told us it was for an  Anderson shelter - real exciting for a couple of 
young boys to watch.  They went down about four feet and put big blocks in the base and then started building this shed with 
corrugated iron sheets.  Then after this they put these rounded sheets on top to form the roof and even put in a steel door.  It 
did look a bit strange.  They then started shovelling the dirt back on top. That's how they built an Anderson shel-
ter.  We couldn't wait to get inside. These shelters sprang up all over the place.  

 

Soon after that, on the farm that was on the way to school, something very special was going on.  Half the village had turned 
up.  The farmer was going round and round in ever decreasing circles cutting the grass.  They don't have paddocks, they have 
fields.  Not very big fields either.  As he went around and around the centre got smaller and smaller.  All the men stepped for-
ward, getting closer and closer to the centre.  All had something in their hands.  Then, as the tractor kept coming, the rabbits 
started running out in all directions and these men bashed them with the sticks.  There were hundreds of them.  Most got away 
but everyone in that village had rabbits for tea that day.  I have never seen anything quite like that since but that was all about 
village life at that time. 

 

May Day, 1st May, was a very important festival held on the village green.  The kids at school had been rehearsing for 
weeks.  There was a fair ground atmosphere.  A coloured pole with ropes hanging down, people were dancing around in tradi-
tional dress, and there was music played by concertinas (squeeze boxes).  Everyone was happy enjoying the day when suddenly 
without any warnings, no sirens, nothing, this great big  aeroplane belching black smoke was coming straight for us.  It was just 
there just clearing the houses.  There was panic, just utter panic.  People fell to the ground or ran.  The plane crashed down in 
the field alongside the church.  Some people ran to help.  Such a small village didn't have any fire service but some people came 
to throw water over it and got the pilot out safely.  Our only policeman ushered us kids away.  That rather spoilt the day but 
brought home to everyone the dangers of war.  

 

Next time, I'll tell you of my adventures as a seven year old. 

 

David Willsher 



                      DOT POINTS FROM PADARC GENERAL MEETING 1 -4-2021 

      1. New Air-conditioners fitted and working fine. 

2. Rubbish around the hall grounds cleaned up, thanks to D Haldane. 

3. Test and Tagging still to be done.   

4. No supper at meetings due to Covid. 

5. Club caps need to be sold. 

6. Thanks to C.Lang for formulating the magazine on his own. 

7. Working Bee is on April 18th at 9.ooam. 

8. Yesteryear Day on May 2nd at 9.00am. Covid plan and sign on sheets there. 

9. Letter from Port Pirie Council re fence around the Hall. 

10. Whyalla Club to visit on the 1st of May, meet and greet at Sporty’s Saturday night, going to the Bus 

and Truck Museum for BBQ and bonfire Sunday afternoon, PADARC members welcome. 

11. Help needed for set up on yesteryear Day. Still waiting to hear from Council re the cost of the oval. 

12. Upcoming events,  11th April Borgward club visit,  24th April Brinkworth Day, 1st May  Whyalla Club 

visit.  2nd May Yesteryear day.  21st May Triumph Club visit to PADARC 

13. AGM on 3rd June. 

14. Handover Dinner at Booleroo Centre Hotel on 26th June. 

        PADARC  

     ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

      3rd JUNE 2021  7.30PM 

 

Agenda 

Reports 

Financial report 

Election of committee persons 

Fees for the year 2021/22 

 

    All financial members encouraged to attend. 

                         You must be financial to vote. 

 

 Peter Cox 

      Secretary 

 



CLUB ITEMS FOR SALE 

Car Badge Metal       $17.00 

Car badge Sticker       $ 2.00 

Heritage Sticker       $ 2.00 

Vehicle Enthusiast Sticker     $ 2.00 

Lapel Badge Metal       $ 7.00 

Cloth Badge        $ 4.50 

Magazines Posted Annually     $12..00 

 

PADARC FEES ARE NOW DUE. 

  Sub:          $55.00 

 

PADARC MEMBERSHIP MUST BE PAID BY THE 31ST MAY 2021 

Payment of members' subscription can be done through your bank account online using 
these account details before the 31 May 2021 
 
     A.N.Z BANK PORT PIRIE 
     BSB:         015693 
     ACCOUNT NUMBER:     413245794 
 
Members can pay by personal cheque. Post to PADARC P.O.Box 815 Pt Pirie SA 5540. 
  Please put your Name or Membership No. on all correspondence. 
 
 

  MEMBER'S LOG BOOKS 
      Mr Peter Cox 
                       Historical Registration Officer 
                                   PADARC 
                                  PO Box 175 
                    CRYSTAL BROOK  SA  5523 



PADARC run to the Brinkworth Fair. 
 
There's something very special about our country shows.  Its not only the atmosphere, it's often the feeling of wel-
come from the organisers, the volunteers, and the people that put these things together. 
Brinkworth Country Fair is one such show that I enjoy immensely, mainly because they really make us feel part of 
the show, which we in fact are.  This year was no exception.  We had a great time, a little down on the number of 
cars and utes but a good display never the less. 
We lined up in what seemed like a council depot at first but there was plenty of room.  It's a pity but I think most 
people understood the oval just isn't available this time of year.  Up front, Andrew Todd and Alan Jones had set up 
the engine display which was in full swing with several engines running pumping water.  This, as always, was the 
most popular exhibit.  Just farther ahead, all the stalls had all been sited so we could walk along one side and then 
the other. 
There were probably about 30 stalls in all selling all sorts of things including plants, crafts and art, and my favourite, 
home made pies, pasties, and the best sausage rolls I've  ever tasted.  Then another lady with home made con-
serves.  We  ended up with enough apricot jam to see out the year.  Some exhibits were really interesting, like Gum-
by's Wildlife Sanctuary from Wandearah with baby kangaroos we were able to cuddle, and a young red kangaroo 
that was chewing on everything in sight. 
There was plenty of food on sale, with a B B Q,  tea and coffee, even ice cream  and milk shakes.  The musical enter-
tainment was provided by a pretty good band this year.  At least they played some nice old fashioned tunes and 
very little of that bang bang rubbish.  Chairs were laid out in front for people to sit on and the highlight was the 
travelling magician who entertained the kids, young and old, with a fine magic act covering some really good tricks.  
He was very funny and even explained the tricks to the children who then tried them and, of course, they didn't 
work.  He had a set routine that went on for about 45 minutes for each session. 
The important job for me as guest judge was to  examine all the vehicles.  I take this job very seriously and we have 
to get this right.  The categories are quite clear and lots of thought goes into this.  Our club did alright with Peter 
Crossman taking out best ute, and John Yates with the old Holden FJ, and Craig Johnston with the green and cream 
Holden FC took out best classic first and second prize.  People's choice was a beautiful yellow Holden Torana.  This 
had not been included in the competition as some people prefer not to enter.  That was a shame because this car 
would have taken best in show but all vehicle's are included in the people's choice category and this year there 
were some 300 entries.  The prizes were all the same - very nice silver trophies for all winners.  I thought that was 
quite clever.  Congratulations to Norma Hardy - bet that was her idea. 
All in all a very nice day for everyone.  Then on the way home I came across four adult kangaroos just crossing the 
road in front of us. 
They all stopped and looked back at the car as if to say 'Thankyou'. 
That made my day. 
 
Those in attendance were: 
Andrew and Amanda Todd    -     Engines 
Alan and Carole Jones    -    Engines 
Peter Cox    -    Jaguar XJS 
John Yates and Jo O'Connell    -    FJ Holden 
Keith and Gwen Ellard    -    Mercedes 
Peter and  Sue Crossman    -    HQ Holden Ute 
Kim Greenfield    -    Falcon 
Leon Darley    -    Modern 
Barry Treloar and Judy O'Shaughnessy    -    1977 Mercedes 
Craig Johnston and Son    -    Holden FC 1959 
Kevin Green    -    1977 Mercedes 
Robert Rixon    -    Leyland Marina 1974 
David Willsher and Maureen Pollard    -    Jaguar XJ40 1977 
 
David Willsher,  Captain for the day. 

 

 



It’s  a small world 
For those newer members I am Colin Nottle I have a farm just outside Booleeroo Centre in the Southern Flinders 
Rangers. 

After encountering four near death experiences in six months in late 2012, I thought I would bring my dream of 
owning a vintage car forward 20 years. 

I went to my local vintage show and shine with the dream of  driving what I drove as a child, a 1926/27 Chev Buck-
board, only to be told a by the patron I didn’t need a chev, I needed the best car an Oakland, all the doctors drove 
Oaklands. Although I had never heard of an Oakland that was good enough for me, and I was finding hard to fit 
behind the steering wheel of the chev.                                                                                                                                        
I was put onto Robert and Dawn Cunningham who are now good friends. They put me in touch with Fred and   
Gloria Arnell, and by chance after travelling to Hamilton the next week, we decided to do a day trip to Ballarat and 
see Fred and Glorias’ beautiful cars. He gave me some  issues of the Oakland magazine and there was two cars for 
sale. I finally settled on a car from Brisbane owned by Don Lake. As I was unable to fly I purchased over the phone 
and picked it up 4 weeks later. Don had purchased the car in 1994 and gave me all the info he had about the 4 
previous owners who all live around Nowra. The 1929 tourer had gone to Hobart Motors from new, but there to 
1970 no records could be found, but since then it went to Sydney, Brisbane back to Sydney then bought by a    
succession of owner in Nowra, one being Col Poulten. 

A man from NSW found out his long lost Grandfather was buried at Booleroo Centre my closest town, he came to 
finally track him down, and left a note on the town notice board asking if anyone could provide any info about 
him. My mother found the note and contacted him and put him onto one of our towns oldest residents and the 
undertaker who buried him.  They have become good friends and keep in contact regularly, and recently came 
with his brother to visit mum and the grave again. I said would you like me to take you there in my Oakland, he 
said that would be great and off we went, stopping near the grave, I pulled out a history of the car that I had print-
ed out that I hang around the radiator cap at shows, his brother read this and John said don’t you know this bloke 
from Nowra, he said yes I play golf with him every week.              
John rang then and there and asked did you own an Oakland in the 70’s and he replied yes. John said well I am 
standing next to he currant owner and the car, I never thought I would be in contact with a previous owner, but I 
certainly am happy that it happened, we email each other since and he has given me a bit more info. 

My budget of $10000 did not go far, it’s up to $33000, plus $10000 for a car trailer to get to Oakland  Rallies, 
which has not happened yet, but at least I have a reliable engine completely rebuild by the very talented Doug 
Byron.  

It certainly is a small world. 

Colin Nottle 

Above: Colin and his 1929 Oakland. 

Left: The 1929 Oakland. 



Dave’s Swap Corner. 

Swap Meets-Auction REPORT. 

 

Sale reports: 

It never surprises me what money people will pay for 

goods etc at an auction. The Clare 14th April on line 

sale had the money flowing. An old spark plug clean-

er made $1850.00. 

Several Bikes and cars were sold on the day, ranging from $3400.00 to $22000.00.  

A 1929 Scott water cooled motor bike $22000.00` 

At the Truro action a 1929 Maxwell sedan sold for $13700.00, oil bottle, fuel and oil tins and garage related 

items are still making good money at sales. 

Up Coming sales 

 One Tree Hill Wednesday 12th May 6.30pm on line 

 Eudunda      Wednesday 26th May 1.00pm on line 

 Eudunda          Wednesday 26th May 6.30pm on line 

 Each sale has  Collectables, Tools, Stationary Engines etc 

 

Up Coming Swap Meets 

 Kapunda Swap Meet Sunday 23 May 21 

 Kadina     Swap Meet Sunday 13 June 21 

 Sedan       Swap Meet Sunday 20th June 21 

 

David Haldane 

  WANT TO BUY & SELL 

 If you would like to buy or sell 

    anything.  

   Please contact  

        Colin 0400299005 



MAY 2021 

Going to print I have not been advised of any of our members being on the sick list. If you have been a 

little off colour we hope that you have a speedy recovery. 

PADARC members who are celebrating a special  day.                                                                                             

A special day for Robyn and Stephen Hyde. Have a great day and many more.                                                  

A Special Birthday wishes to Members David Bormann, George Tefanis, David Cliff , Cassandra Wilks and 

David Willsher.                                                                                                                                                                           

To all our members we trust your special occasion was really significant & you all enjoyed  a very happy 

day. 

Organized PADARC runs:  Leith Button Club Events Co-Ordinator 

May 15-16 Steel City NATS.  

Mullaquana Road Whyalla.   Steel City Drag Way. 

May 21st Friday  Triumph Club will be in Port Pirie for a tea at the PADARC Club. 

     5.00pm tea cost to members $5.oo. Let Jo O’Connell know if you are going to attend. 

May 23rd Copper Coast Classic Cavalcade of Cars.   Vehicles 1985 and Older. 

Leave Wallaroo Viterra Marshalling yards at 10.00m travel to Kadina Oval. 

Entries on line @ $27.50 per vehicle, close Friday 14th May.  

No refunds and no entry on the day.) 

May 27th Committee Meeting PADARC Clubrooms 7.30pm. 

June 3th Annual General Meeting PADARC Clubrooms 7.30pm No Supper (Covid-19) 

          BITS AND PIECES 

             Internet Sites of Interest 

 Austin 7 Club of SA      www.austin7 clubs.com.au 

 Bordertown Vehicles Restorers Club   www.bvrc.com.au 

 Chrysler Restorers Club     www.chrysler-restorers-sa.org.au 

 Gawler Car Club      www.gawlercarclub.onoz.net 



Australian Made and Proud of it 

Phone 08 8662 

4071  

Fax 08 8662 4276 
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Automotive Air 

Conditioning 
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PIRIE AUTOPRO 
MORE 

ITEMS 

STOCKED. 

CHANGES  

MADE BUT 

THE SAME                          

GREAT                   

SERVICE. 

  Esmond Rd 

PORT PIRIE 

PHONE 

08 86332633 

Supporting PADARC Mem-

bers with club discounts  

since 1995 

Port Pirie’s only privately owned parts store 


