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Amanda Todd’s 1972 HQ Ute. 

The ute is a 3 speed column shift, with 173 cubic inch red engine and bench 

seating.  

My father, Tom, bought the ute from his workmate’s father in law around 1990, 

when Andrew and I were only courting, and I was still living at home in Loxton. 

The previous owners had bought it new to use on their farm at Kapunda. It was 

in fairly good condition with some minor rust when Tom purchased it.  

Andrew and Tom repaired the rust sections by cutting them out and 

fibreglassing in new sections (Andrew didn’t know how to mig weld back then). 

The ute was painted by Tom in industrial enamel using a paint roller, quite a good 

paint job considering. The ute was used as a general run around for travelling to 

work, boat launching and the dump etc. It was parked up under a large 

peppertree each night during this time. 

Around 1996 after Tom’s retirement, and our marriage, my parents moved to 

Port Pirie where I now live. The ute had a life of luxury then, it had a garage to 

sleep in!! 

During this time it had another touch up to the rust and another paint job with 

a roller. 

In 2012 dad bought himself another ute a VY commodore, and decided to give 

me and Andrew the HQ. 

During our time of ownership Andrew has started cutting out the rust again, and 

this time welding in new patches properly.  Soon it will be re painted and YES we 

will paint it with a ROLLER again, as the vehicle has had a roller job for the 

majority of its life. It’s part of the vehicles history and character. We have 

added GTS wheels and some chrome trim etc. 

The HQ has been around the clock 3 times, I think, during its life, and 

registered continually, it has never suffered any major problems. The head has 

never been removed from the engine. Brake cylinders and clutch cable being the 

only let downs. 

Hopefully soon it will be finished and looking smart again. Now that the rego 

scheme has changed Andrew wants to add aluminium or stainless steel side 

skirts, the same as was on the WB he used to own back in the early 1990’s. 
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President’s Report. 
 

Hello members, 

     I hope everyone is safe and well from the dreaded Covid menace that has once again 

raised its head. As we know this has a dramatic effect on club activities and we learn the 

Crystal Brook Show has been called off for 2021. I must thank the members who made the 

effort to go to the Pt Broughton old folks visit a few weeks back, an enjoyable day although 

the wind was chilly, and we actually had more club vehicles than passengers so that's a rare 

occurrence for sure. Also the working bee was well attended and we also must thank Norma 

for the lovely warm scones and cream she supplied the workers for smoko, very much 

appreciated. Hopefully not too many more club activities will be cancelled as we do have a 

couple of runs coming up, also the updated constitution is coming along nicely with the 

constitution group meeting over the past few months. The Port Pirie Regional Council has 

been active repairing the perimeter fence, so that will tidy things up nicely as it was looking 

worse for the wear.                                                                         Stay safe until next time. 

 

Committee Meeting Dot Points. 

1. Hall Hire conditions drawn up. 

2. Costs of new fridge or repair of old one still coming. 

3. List made up of Members willing to help out with Hall Cleaning. 

4. Stolen red rubbish bin replaced. 

5. Lock on the gate chain donated by J Yates is on south end of chain. 

6. Constitution Meeting has been held. Ongoing. 

7. Test and Tagging still to be done. 

8. Club still needs Catering Manager. 

9. Vehicles attending Crystal Brook Show need to be in by 10am. (Show cancelled due 

to Covid 19) 

10. Information from Shannons, AAA Club, Murray Bridge, Rover Club, Jaguar Club, 

Federation News. 

11. Melrose Show to be on 2nd October. 

12. Suggestion of Club having morning run each month with lunch somewhere. 

13. Stories and photos needed for magazine. 

14. Jo Oconnell and John Yates given a small gift in appreciation of their catering efforts. 

15. Corporate groups hiring the hall costs $150- per day, Bond $250- 

 



Part 6 of David’s Story. 

  

Another thing I'd like to tell you about is harvest time.  Everyone 
helped each other to get the crop in.  I can  remember the tractor 
with this big machine that would cut the crop then somehow tie the 
stalks into little bundles, and then shoot them out the side.  Then 
the people would stand the stalks upright into stooks to dry in the 
sun.  Next step, some time later, another big machine (a thrasher I 
think it was) would get the seed off and the machine would bag up 
the grain into large bags that must have been very heavy, as the 
men had to struggle to get them on the wagons, which were pulled 
by big shire horses.  All this was great to watch.  Then if Pa was 
working nearby Ma would get me to take up the 'baggen'.  This was 
two slices of crusty bread lightly spread with butter with a big chunk 
of cheese in the middle all wrapped in a white cloth.  She also would 
do one for me.   
  
The harvest festival was a really big thing in village life.  It was a 
special service in celebration of the crop.  The church had been 
decorated with loads of flowers and everyone took all sorts 
of food to the church.  Some of  the mothers made Corn Dollies of 
all different sizes and types.  This was all part of the service.   
  
At home we still listened to the BBC 6 o'clock news each night and 
it always had much the same reports.  Then one day there was talk 
of a doodlebug, a rocket type bomb the Germans were sending 
over.  This could fly all by itself.  This was the talk of the village for 
some time.   
  
Towards the end of the year at school we were all getting 

excited.  Christmas was just round the corner.  I got picked for the 

school play!  I was to be a shepherd.  When I told Ma at home she sat 

me down and said she had something important to tell me.  She was 

crying, and said, "Davy, you are going home."  I couldn't take it in at first 

so I guess I cried too.  Yes, it was true!  I was to go home to London the 

very next week.  I really didn't want to leave these wonderful people who 

had been so good to me nor the whole village.  I had become a part of 

it.  Everyone at school was sad too because it wasn't only me that was 

leaving.  It was the other evacuees as well.  Somehow, the officials had 

decided that it was safe enough for us to return.   The next few days 



were very hard, and in the end we again went by car to the station at 

Chester and on the train for home.  Donald Jeffrey, the eldest, was in 

charge.  (This was in the days when children did as they were told!)  I do 

remember we had to change trains at Crewe and we had to wait for the 

London train this time.  It was just the normal service.  Mum was waiting 

and before long I was home.  Peter went mad, and Dad was there 

holding this little girl, my darling sister Margaret. She was so shy at first 

and would only go to Peter. Every thing around seemed to be the same 

but in the shop the cashiers desk had gone and there was a new cold 

room, the back area had been changed also. Upstairs we went into the 

front room remember I had told you that we were not allowed in that 

room, but today Mum had it all set up even had a Christmas tree in the 

corner, this was so special just for me. It was great to be home. Then the 

bloody siren went off. 

 That siren was really a false alarm.  What had happened was an 
unexploded bomb had been found in the Berger paint factory which 
was on the next corner just along the road from us.  This covered a 
vast area with three street frontages surrounded by a 2Oft brick 
wall.  The siren was to make sure people got in the shelter or 
away to safety.  This was the normal procedure.  When this 
happened the police would then call the bomb squad who 
would send people to disarm the bomb. Before I go on I would like 
to tell you a little more about the Berger factory because it was 
hit  twice during the war.  I am not sure if that was the reason that 
factory closed down, but in the late fifties early sixties that place was 
made into a refuge for abused women and their children, and I'm 
sure that was still there when I left London. 

 

Thank You to all Members who helped out in any way 
with the Working Bee held at The Clubrooms on 10th July. 

Many hands make light work. Your input is much 
appreciated! 

 
 

Please send articles etc. for the Magazine to… 

bestbuggers@hotmail.com or message to 0417803287.              

Cutoff date for inclusion is the “Committee Meeting Night”.  

mailto:bestbuggers@hotmail.com


We are in the process of moving the Members Vehicle Display Wall from in the front 

foyer to the wall by the Kitchen. This is the perfect opportunity for Members to 

update their Vehicle Photos, or to have one put up there if you do not have one there 

already. All that is needed is a photo, 7x5 inches, or an electronic copy that we can 

resize along with details you want put on there. 

Details need to include name(s) of owner(s), and make, year and model of vehicle.   

Please send to bestbuggers@hotmail.com or to one of the Committee Members. 

 

 

Pat and Norma Greenfield Celebrated their 65th 

Wedding Anniversary on 28th July.             

**Congratulations and Best Wishes!** 

 

 

Joke of the Month. 

At the last meeting I heard a fellow Member talking to our President. The 

Member stated that he may have to resign from the Club, as he had 

been convicted of Child Neglect. The President stated that he may not 

need to resign, depending on how bad the offence was. The Member 

stated that the judge said it was one of the worst cases he had seen in 

quite a while, and may even lead to a jail sentence. The President was 

shocked, and said “what the hell did you do?” The Member replied “I 

bought my grandson a FORD!” 

 

FOR SALE and WANTED.  

For Sale…Various small Stationary Engines from Deceased Estate, mainly from the1950’s 

and 60’s.   Plus some parts.  Make an offer, Contact Ricky Templer. Port Pirie. 0419821021. 

For Sale….Workshop Manual for Morris Mini. Covers all Models. Hardcover Book, very good 

condition. $20- Contact Andrew. Port Pirie.  08 86332777. 

Wanted… Looking for a Classic Car. Wayne Lethbridge.   Contact through Messenger on the 

Club Facebook page. 

mailto:bestbuggers@hotmail.com


 

Dave’s Swap Corner.   Swap Meet and Auction Report. 

Sale Reports-      Just when you thought things are up and going, It’s back onto the brakes with 

another Covid 19 outbreak. Sales postponed, shows cancelled, and any plans of heading off to a 

Swapmeet put on hold. Unfortunately some sales are listed after I do this page, and this huge 2 day 

online sale via Peterborough was one with many vehicles and parts (held 27 & 28 July). Hundreds of 

Holden and Toyota parts were sold for top dollar. Vehicles also sold, pictures below…… 

1968 HK Kingswood ute 76500miles $15600- 

1983 VH Commodore 2850 engine $5050- 

1974 Suzuki 4x4 3 cylinder 2 stroke $13000- 

1940’s Bedford Truck $900- 

HJ75 Toyota with Holden 253 engine $3100- 

HJ75 Toyota Troopy $17400- 

1968 HK Belmont Ute no picture 43784miles $7200- 

 

I found an article in the paper about a 1977 Torana A9X that sold recently for over $800000- 

This Torana Hatch is one of just 33 made, and had 475km on the clock. The last time one 

was sold in 2018 it made $500000- 

Upcoming Sales-   Murray Bridge 22nd August (Traditional Auction) Will have car bits, stationary 

engines, and just about everything you can name. Run by Lower Murray Vintage Machinery Club. 

 Nelshaby Tuesday 7th September.  No details yet.         Gawler Swap Meet 19th September. 



Annual Handover Dinner at Booleroo Centre Hotel. 

 

What a wonderful day we had, great turnout. I was aiming for 50 members and got pretty 

close, must thank all that attended. We left the clubrooms at 10 30. Terry led those who 

went the long way round via Laura. I led the main bunch  through the Germein Gorge. It was 

a little cloudy at first but the blue sky and sunshine  soon appeared. The Venue was very 

good, all nice and warm inside with a roaring woodfire in main dining room. Everything laid 

out for us very inviting, and I liked  the way our members all mingled with each other. Great 

atmosphere, just like one big happy family, as it always used to be, that was great to see.  I 

must congratulate the kitchen staff at the Booleroo Hotel. They were very welcoming. I 

think they did a real good job with the food. We certainly could not  complain. I think we all 

had plenty, and I did see Leith struggling with one of those big steaks.  I did speak to the 

new owners afterwards, and they felt it was a great experience .This might have been the 

largest crowd they had since taking over. One other thing I thought was interesting two of 

our ladies commented on the cleanliness of the  facilities, that's an important area I think is 

often lacking at most places .When I got a call later in the afternoon from one of our 

members saying how much he enjoyed the day, that made all the time and  effort I put in 

worth while.               My Best Regards, David Willsher. Club Captain for the Day. 

 

Those in attendance- Paul, Garry and 

Glenys Collins. Peter Cox. Jo O’Connell 

and John Yates. Keith and Gwen 

Ellard. Chris McKay with Ute. Colin 

and Heather Nottle. Jason and Billie-

Ann Dangerfield. Alan Larcombe. 

Wayne Ellard and Lynn Dawes. Frank 

Lang with his son . Leith and Jeanette 

Button. Judy and Don Nayda. Barry 

Treloar and Judy O’Shaughnessy. 

David and Helen Haldane. Jim 

Richards. Terry and Gayle Dunning. 

Mick and Debbie Cliff. Pat and Norma 

Greenfield. Marlene McKay. Christine 

Baker. Kym Greenfield. Adrian 

Patterson.  

Picture- Jo O’Connell receiving a gift from Glenys Collins.  

 

 



Port Broughton Run. 7th July. 

 

At the request from Mellissa Woolford of the Yorke and Northern Local Heath Network, a 

group of club vehicles, (seven in number) travelled to Port Broughton foreshore to meet 

members from the Broughton health group. Arriving at about 11-30am, we all met and 

introductions and few words from our President Paul, followed by a “short” talk on the 

clubs history given by Kym Greenfield. The group were very interested in how the club got 

started. A welcome from Mel Woolford, which was then followed by a B-B-Q lunch put on 

by the Health Group, and hot tea and coffee as it was a bit chilly!. 

Then it was a matter or members of the group to select which car they would like to travel 

in. Once all loaded we all traveled to fisherman’s bay and a drive around the shacks. Some a 

bit more than a shack, then we all travelled to Mundoora, a look at the farming area on the 

way. On arrival at Mundoora a short pit stop and then a return to Port Broughton. Some of 

the club members had to head home, the rest ascended on the Broughton Bakery for 

afternoon tea and “scones”. After a grateful thanks from the Broughton group the rest of 

the Club Member journeyed home. The Broughton health group has since requested a 

return trip, possibly in September (a bit warmer). Thanks to the Club Members that made 

available their time and vehicles to go. They were, Paul Collins, Ford Fairlane. Garry and 

Glenys Collins, Ford Fairlane. Peter Cox, Jaguar. Kym Greenfield, Ford Cortina, (club captain). 

Garry and Bev Harris, Jaguar. Rob and Jim Richards, Vauxhall. Ian Sawley, Datsun Coupe. 

Was a good day enjoyed by club members and passengers alike.      Report by…. Peter Cox. 

         

                           Picture- Club Vehicles outside the Bakery at Port Broughton. 



Big Toys at the Mount Day. 6th July. 

I attended the Big Boy Toy Day at Booleroo Centre on Tuesday, as a volunteer 

with the BSTPS display. This free day was put on as entertainment for the kids 

during the School Holidays. There were displays from the local Emergency 

Services Groups, Farm Supply Companies, Local Council, Booleroo Steam and 

Traction Preservation Society, and even the local Internationally known 

Motorcycle Stunt Rider, Connor Hogan.  Lots of Tractors, Trucks, and Council 

Vehicles on display. 

The kids could sit in the vehicles, and try on, and play with the safety gear etc. 

There were quite a lot of young kids there. They were well entertained, BSTPS 

even had the Museum open, and put on a display demonstrating how to start 

various tractors. One started by heating up the hot bulb, one by starting a pilot 

motor then main motor, one by shotgun cartridge, and even one that starts on 

petrol then turns over to diesel- (yes petrol diesel, not petrol kero).  

There was something on the day for 

everyone- even the grown up kids!  I 

think all who attended had a great day.  

The highlight for me was the Motorcycle 

Demonstration, Connor could ride up 

onto almost anything on his specially 

built motorbike. 

 

 

Upcoming Club Run to Crystal Brook Heritage Centre. 12th September. 

Leaving clubrooms  at 10am we are to visit the Heritage Centre at Crystal 

Brook, or members are welcome to make own way there. This is a  most 

interesting display with lots to see with outside buildings and workshop to 

explore. We are to have a guided tour with local volunteers. Some of our ladies 

might like to visit Reflections, the antique display centre.  After we will be 

going out on the Farm for a BBQ  picnic lunch. Don't forget your tables and 

chairs, drinks etc.  Ladies could you please bring  a few salads to share. Club 

will provide the sausage sizzle. All I need is a volunteer to do the cooking. 

 Let’s make this a fun day. Further details, Dave Willsher on 0448341490. 



Whyalla Car Enthusiasts 

Group are holding their 

Father’s Day Display 

again this year. Sunday 

5th September. 

 

 

 

Kadina Show are also 

having a Vehicle and 

Machinery Display this 

year, PADARC have been 

invited to display if 

Members would like to. 

 



UPCOMING EVENTS. 

Club events are in bold text. 

Thursday August 5th- General Meeting. 7.30pm. Guest Speaker. 

GUEST SPEAKER CANCELLED DUE TO COVID 19 RESTRICTIONS. 

Sunday August 14th - Crystal Brook Show.  

SHOW CANCELLED DUE TO COVID 19 RESTICTIONS. 

Saturday August 21st- 150th Kadina Show. Vehicle and Machinery 

Display.    For Information, Contact Graham 0408273204. 

Thursday August 26th- Committee Meeting. 7.30pm 

Thursday September 2nd- General Meeting. 7.30pm. Guest Speaker. 

Sunday September 5th- Whyalla Car Enthusiasts, Father’s Day Display. 

Sunday September 12th-  Crystal Brook Heritage Centre Run and 

BBQ.   See details elsewhere in magazine. 

Sunday September 12th- Arthur Clisby Picnic, Wirrinna. 

Saturday September 25th- Bay to Birdwood Run. 

Vehicles pre 1950. Entries online. 

Saturday October 2nd- Melrose Show.  Details to follow. 

 

PLEASE CONTACT EVENTS CO-ORDINATORS IF MORE 

INFORMATION IS REQUIRED… 

LEITH BUTTON  86321857 

DAVID WILLSHER 0448341490 

DAVID HALDANE  0419866881 


