
Crank Talk.  

 
Suzanne and Wayne Hanley’s 1963 Holden EH Special Sedan. 

 

 

 

OCTOBER 2021  

               Issue No. 408 

Official Newsletter of the Pirie and Districts  

Automotive Restorers Club Inc. 



Suzanne and Wayne Hanley’s 1963 EH Holden. 

This EH 225.01 Manual Special Sedan was originally purchased from A.C. Read, Gladstone 

for the sum of £1165/ 5 /3d, which included registration, mudflaps, and weathershield.  We 

know this - as we have the original sales invoice. 

It was purchased new by Mr. L.A. Jolly of Gladstone, a single man who was very fastidious 

with servicing and appearance of his car. 

The car is a 149, 3 speed manual and the colour is Fowlers Ivory/Mitta Green, with green 

trim. 

We still have the original service booklet for the vehicle in which a lot of the coupons have 

been filled out and signed by myself and Greg Loizeau.  I don’t think it ever missed a 

service. 

We think we are very lucky to acquire this vehicle, as when Les passed away, it was left to 

his niece who had intentions of keeping it for her daughter to learn to drive in.   

Fortunately when she was old enough to drive she decided it was not the car for her, so we 

were given the chance to purchase the car for what we thought was a fair price, our offer 

was declined so we thought that was the end of that. 12 months later we were asked if the 

offer still stood, which of course it did, so in 2003 we were the proud owners of an EH 

Special Sedan. The car is still in original condition apart from having a few minor paint touch 

ups, and has only done 59,000 miles. All the mechanicals are still original, apart from having 

new tyres. The car still drives like it did when it was new. 

 

Identity Parade 2. 

This next item is an 

Automotive part. One 

part of it is missing. 

(Would be too easy to 

guess if all parts were 

pictured.) Again…text 

answer to 0417803287.  

    

 The item in Crank Talk 407 was a “Split Rim Compression 

Tool”, used on Vintage Cars to compress the rim to fit 

inside the tyre. There were numerous different styles of 

them made.   Nobody got this item correct.  

(I thought it would be easy to guess.) 
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President’s Report. 

 
Hello members, 
  Another month has passed us by, we had a successful run to Crystal Brook organised by Dave Willsher, 
and this included a BBQ lunch just before the weather turned.  
Also this month, there was a poorly attended working bee, this is still a club activity, so can you please 
make the effort to help out. There has been a lot of regular events that we usually attend that have been 
cancelled due to the covid menace, so the calendar is looking a little bare. There is an “Old Folks Run” 
coming up at Port Broughton, and a day at Woodward Park in October. The updated constitution draft will 
be presented shortly. 
To any members not feeling very well we hope you are on the mend soon, until next time safe motoring. 

                                                                                                                                                               Paul Collins. 
 

 

Committee Meeting Dot Points. 

1. Fridge quotes. Club will carry on with the fridges we have. 

2. Honour Boards to be updated. 

3. Quotes being obtained for test and tag of electrical items. 

4. Quotes received for upgrading of Clubroom lights. 

5. Secretary to get more information on the “KIDTOBER” events. 

6. Bay to Birdwood event cancelled. 

7. Suggestion made to shorten the gate chain, is to be left as it is. 

8. Constitution update ongoing. 

9. Biennial Rally event is taking shape with ideas for the run etc. 

10. BBQ at Crystal Brook. Leave at 10am at Clubrooms, or make own way there. Ladies a salad please. 

11. Camera security system is being looked into. 

12. Photos of Members Vehicles to be put in the entrance area. 

 

 

Joke Of The Month. 

Two golfers were playing golf next to the highway. One was about to putt when a funeral procession was 
passing. 

“For goodness sake! Stand at attention and show some respect” said the golfers partner. 
The putter said, “I have been playing golf with you for 20 years, you have never had respect for anyone, did 

you know the deceased?” 
“Know her? I have been married to her for the last 36 years!” 

 

 



Part 7 of Dave’s Story. 

Now back to my story. In the shelter that day I was greeted by some of the neighbours I knew, and several 

people I didn’t know. These people had been bombed out, so were living in the shelter. They had nowhere 

else to go. I learned later that lots of people were living in tube stations, or in fact anywhere there was any 

kind of shelter. Most were making do in their own bombed out houses. Remember, there were very few 

men around to do any repairs, so the old folk just put up a few sheets of iron. Have you ever heard of the 

saying “make do and mend?” I guess this is where that came from. This was the London I had come home 

to. These people had really lost everything and had nothing. No home, no clothing, no money, no food, 

absolutely zero, and please remember it was winter now. (That’s what I call real hardship, yet today we 

complain if we have just dropped the phone or something. Like a lockdown.) Whenever possible, Dad 

would come up with some kind of soup for these people, so at least they would have something to eat. We 

would take it down to the shelter for them. 

We are now into 1944. This was probably the most important part of those war years. Everything seemed 

to happen at once. Bombing still went on, but that was accepted as day by day life. There was lots of 

people around, more stalls returned to our market, even some of the other shops re-opened. Opposite and 

to the right was the shoe shop, then a dress shop, then four shops down the Pie and Eel shop did a roaring 

trade. People would be into jellied eels. Up the road to the left just past Ronnie Wells butcher shop was 

Dad’s butcher shop. The cats meat shop was open, and they sold horsemeat. They had been there for 

years, but I guess now they would have some human customers. There was lots of activity, too good for me 

to miss. I had put a larger box on the cart, but this time stuck to the market stalls. Peter and I would collect 

the orange boxes each day, then at home I took them apart, and by sawing the slats in half and chopping 

those into sticks, tied up into bunches with butchers string I made kindling. Once we had the cart loaded 

we had no trouble selling them. A nice little sideline! 

Night time was the worst part because now it wasn’t only the bombers, it was the Doodlebugs. You could 

hear them coming from miles away, often three or four at a time, a constant drone that went on and on. 

Then suddenly they would stop. It was frightening just waiting for them to hit, then a big explosion, and 

then utter relief it wasn’t us. We had several near misses, but were lucky, we had survived another night. 

I’m not sure, but my guess was that they were trying to get East India Docks. This wasn’t every night, but 

the damage was huge. One bomb would take out half a street. We learned to live with it and life went on. 

Later that year we sometimes would get outside to watch a dogfight right above us. Our planes and the 

allies that had joined us were then very active, and the ack ack batteries that were all over the place along 

with lots of barrage balloons, which were used to block the planes flight paths, were all having an effect. 

Peter looked after Margaret most of the time. She had this pram, a Silver Cross. It was shiny, black, with 
springs along the side, and easy to push. Peter took her almost everywhere, while I had to work in the 

shop. Dad was home most of the time now. I would be in the sausage house each day. Firstly, everything 
had to be spotless. Dad would make me clean down everything. He would get the boiler going, then show 
me how to feed the mincer. Once this was done, he would include PAB (bread crumbs to you), then all the 
herbs and spices that made his sausages special. Everything was carefully measured, then I would put the 
content of fat through the mincer and mix the lot together. This was then put into the filler, then I would 
put the skins on and turn the handle. It was real hard work for me. We made about 50 pounds worth at a 

time. These went onto gang hooks and into the fridge. Dad or Charlie would help me with them, then I 
would have to wash everything down again. I was very good at this and soon could do it by myself. Next 

was learning how to skin and dress rabbits, about 50 a day when we could get them, or I would make lard 
and dripping. That was what people cooked with, nothing was ever wasted. There is a lot of work behind 
the scenes in a butcher shop. I was eight years old when I started and did this almost every day by myself. 



Dad would teach me how to bone out and trim the bones. He was a good teacher. His method was to show me once, 

and if I didn’t get it right the first time he would clout me around the ear. This made me a very quick learner. That 

was just Dad’s way. If I wasn’t about Peter did the running around for Mum. He was only four years old, but all the 

storekeepers knew him. Yes, he would take Margaret in the pram. In those days, even during the war, it was 

acceptable to leave the baby outside the shop in the pram. 

During the war, most things were rationed and very scares. This meant we were limited to one sausage, one chop, 

four ounces of mince per week for a whole family. We had to make do with powdered potatoes, powdered eggs, and 

powdered milk etc. Dad would even throw in a bit of suet so the householder could make suet pudding, and 

sometimes a few bones for soup. At the grocers they would get two ounces of butter, and perhaps a piece of cheese. 

With this amount of food, the women had to come up something edible for themselves and their families. 

More and more of the local kids started to return home. Derek Sandell and his cousin Alan, along with Ken Rogers all 

came back on the same day. The gang was nearly all back together. They all lived along the road from us. 

Now it was getting really cold, and Peter and I sold tons of wood. I would still cutup whatever we could find, and we 

started collecting lead. This was always sought after. One day, in a bombed out house Peter found an old mantel 

clock. He took it home and added it to his pile of treasures. Christmas was not far away. 

Crystal Brook Run Sunday 12th September. 

Pleased with the turn out, a great cross section of club members, not the best of days.A little more sunshine would 

have been nice, but turned out alright in the end, the rain held off until on our way home . We all met up at the 

centre with several people saying this is one place they always intended to visit, but had never got around to it. But it 

really is something  worth seeing, just like going back in time. I was impressed with some of the old tractors and farm 

implements. Some of those people must have been built like superman to handle that equipment. But we know they 

did  that, must have been really hard work. Bet they didn’t complain, just got on with it. That was normal life back 

then. Some of the exhibits tell the story of the history of the area, which I found most interesting . Plenty of the 

normal Antiques and Collectable items like Bakelite Radios, sets of Scales and kitchenware. Motor memorabilia, Oil 

signs, petrol cans etc. The underground bakehouse was something different. Fancy working in those conditions, the 

workshop and blacksmiths was also worth a look, and as for the medical room, that poor chap in the bed didn’t look 

too good. I particularly enjoyed the military display. I was told that is a new addition. To me it was like a memorial to 

those who put their life on the line for us. Almost everyone spent time in Reflections Antique centre, even spent a 

few bob, they were very impressed with our visit. All too soon we were off for the BBQ lunch. We could not hold it at 

Bowmans Park as arranged, because the CFS were having a practice and training day with units from all over the 

district. So we went to Redhill. Plenty of room, and the facilities suited us just fine. David Haldane had everything set 

up for us, he did a wonderful job as head BBQ chef. Everyone enjoyed the food. Our ladies had put on a grand 

selection of salads, and I had arranged with the Crystal Brook Butcher to make us a special treat, (beef burger type 

patties,) they were absolutely delicious. Also it was a special day for Christine Baker it was her birthday. She told us 

she was twentyone, plus a bit, and she even brought her own birthday cake, and yes we all had a piece of her cake. 

We all sat around in rows telling tales, just like being in the cinema with the BBQ being the main feature. It was a 

great day apart from the cold wind, it did get a bit strong 

at times, but I think most people enjoyed the day.     

Those in attendance were;   Chris McKay and Ute.  

Christine Baker and friend Sue Allen.  Kim, Pat and Norma 

Greenfield.  Frank Lang and his good lady. Garry and 

Glenys Collins.  Peter Cox.  Paul Collins.  Peter Crossman 

and  Garry Harris, and their better half’s.  Robert Rixon. 

Dave Willsher.  Jim Richards.  David Haldane.  Kevin 

Green.  Colin and Heather Nottle.  Leith and Jeanette 

Button.  John Yates with Jo O’connell.  I’m told our 

treasurer Colin Lang also turned up for a ride out.    

  Thank you everybody, David W. Club Captain for the day.                                       

Photo… Lunch time at Redhill. 



A SHORT STORY ON MY INVOLVEMENT IN DIRT CIRCUIT RACING. 

 

We became involved in dirt circuit racing in Port Pirie in 1971, with the Sporting Car Club of Port Pirie when 
the car club was racing at the track at Coonamia, which was on property owned by the McDonald family. 
This was the original venue of the old Drag Racing track. 

The first car I built for dirt circuit was based on an XM Falcon 
which was given to me by John Stark. As the car did not have an 
engine or gearbox when I got it. I fitted a Mark Three Zephyr 
engine and gearbox and a roll cage. The engine was fitted with 
triple SU Carburettors which required the alteration and bracing 
of the Shock Tower bracing for clearance of the aircleaners.     
Left Photo. XM Falcon. 

After running the car for a while, I fitted a Holden steering box which cut the turns on the steering wheel 
from seven turns lock to lock down to three and a half turns, much better to drive and handle. 

Over the years I have 
fitted rollcages to 
vehicles for other 
members of the club, 
from memory 
probably about 
twelve vehicles. One 
of the other vehicles 
was Dennis Scarman’s 
VW notch back.  

Dennis Scarman’s VW Notch Back.                                The 105 E Anglia. No 36. Dennis Amundsen’s EH. No 6 

The second car I built for myself was a 105E Ford Anglia fitted with a very much worked over Holden 186 
red motor. This resulted in the Anglia sitting its bum on the rear tyres under acceleration at full throttle. 
This was rectified by welding on brackets to the chassis rails and the Diff housing to fit coil springs for 
added stiffness. This solved the problem and made the car 
handle much better. At the same time we built an EH Holden 
for Dennis Amundsen also with a hot motor. In this car he 
decided one race to try out the roll cage by rolling the thing 
three times, result, Dennis ok, Holden a little bent but still 
operational. Then we built his second dirt circuit car, and this 
will horrify Holden lovers, it was a rust free two door 253 HQ 
Monaro. It was only a couple of years ago he said to me do you 
realise what we did with that car.  Right Photo. 

The Anglia came to a sudden death while being towed home after an event one Sunday night. Back then it 
was allowable to tow vehicles on an A frame. On the old Port Broughton road after dark a vehicle was 
driven out of a gate onto the road and attempted to fit between the towing car and the towed car. Not a 

good plan. The Anglia was hit just behind the front wheel and the impact sent both my Falcon Wagon and 
the Anglia across the road and into a ditch on the other side of the road. 

The Holden which hit me was doing okay until it got to where the roll cage was fitted to the Anglia. Result- 
both front mudguards, the bonnet and the grill etc on the ground along side of the Holden. We still have 
the remains of the Anglia. 



The next car was an EH Holden fitted with the engine and 
transmission from the Anglia. The engine this time was rebuilt 
to maximum oversize with a high lift cam by Hi-power 
Engines, which at the time were in Adelaide on a sponsorship 
deal, it was a mongrel to start but it went.  Later the Holden 
was used by Phil Webb until I sold it, which led to me building 
him a Type Three VW Fastback fitted with a Leyland V8.      
Left photo.   

At around this time the Sporting Car Club decided to hold a 
multi lap race, I cannot remember the number of laps but it was more than 25 laps (old age does that),  and 
I decided to have some fun with it by taking one of our Offroad Buggies for the race. That car was a small 
single seat buggy powered by a warm Volkswagon engine. The other club members with sedans with hot 

sixes or V8’s all gave a fair bit of rubbishing of the little car, 
and told me I would get run over. The starting positions were 
drawn out and the Buggy was on the front line along side the 
quickest car in the club at that time. This was the late Des 
DeDear’s XB V8 Falcon Coupe. When the flag dropped the 
laugh was on the other foot, because while the big sixes and 
V8's  were wheel spinning - the buggy took off as if it were 
goosed by a truck and was happily lapping the bigger cars by 
lap five.    

 The Volkswagon Buggy. A younger Paul in the drivers seat.                  

Left.. Phil Webb’s 
VW Fastback. 

Right..The Buggy 
with 13B Rotary 
Engine and new     

colours. 

 

 I feel the buggy started a trend in the Port Pirie club with other members using similar vehicles. When the 
hot VW engine in the buggy finally died, I fitted it with a 13B Mazda Rotary engine, which brought up 
another interesting problem, while the original drum brakes were fine with the engine braking of the VW 
engine, the Mazda engine has none, so the first test drive found you needed a large run off to stop the 
thing. This resulted in the fitting of four wheel disc brakes.                                                                                                                                                                                         

The next car I built for Dennis Amundsen was a single seat 
buggy also powered by a 13B Mazda Rotary engine. 

I continued to race the buggy as well as Dennis’ cars until I 
stopped racing dirt circuit. 

Left.. Dennis Amundsen’s Rotary powered Buggy. 

                                                                                                                                                             
Story… Garry and Glenys Collins. 

Type setup… Andrew Todd. 

 



Dave’s 

Swap 

Corner. 

 

 Swap Meet and Auction Report. 

Sale Reports.. As a collector, the value of what you have collected over the years, and in some cases 

decades, doesn’t have a proper valuation until it hits the market, ie.. auction. Two boards containing 

collections of old locks, some quite rare in Australia, sold for $9800- and the other for $4300-. Top picture. 

They went to a NSW collector. (Talk about covid lockdown!)  

-Scammells “Olde Days Olde Ways” Auction at Mannum, saw stationary 

engines sell for good prices. (60 lots altogether.) A couple of these were, a 

very rare Fuller and Johnson engine which was purchased by the original 

owner’s Grandson and Great Grandson, it is going back to the original farm 

where it was from. Also a New Way powered Tractor made by Horwood’s 

Machinery Merchants of Adelaide, was sold to a Member of Booleroo 

Steam and Traction Preservation Society. This is a one off prototype 

tractor.  

-Various vehicles sold at different Auctions were, a 1941 to 45 Chev Tip 

Truck $9400-, Middle photo. A 1954 WD9 International Tractor $8800-, 

and a John Deere Model B tractor $13500- Bottom photo. 

Upcoming Swap Meets.. Gawler was held, but with some restrictions. 

Morgan has been cancelled, and for any other swapmeets, take a guess! 

Upcoming Sales.. Quite a lot of sales around the state in October, with 

around half traditional and the rest online. Not much in the way of 

vehicles, but a two day sale at Beltmua has a heading of “Historical 

Museum Items, Old Machinery and Engines.” No catalogue up on site when 

writing this article though. Date 26 and 27 October.  

 David Haldane. 

=======================================================================================

At the recent Scammells Auction, that David mentioned above, the New-Way powered “Haeusler Horwood 

Tractor”, was sold to a BSTPS member. This Tractor is of huge historical significance, and has had a 

“National Provinance Order” (for Cultural Significance,) placed on it for the auction, to prevent it being 

sold, and exported overseas. ( Many items have left the country which should have stayed here before this 

ban was brought in.)    It was even better to see it was kept in the state where it was made! 

I will do a write-up on the history of this Tractor for next months Magazine, once I source a little more 

information.  I already know most of its history, as I have known of this machine since 1992!  

Andrew Todd. 



FOR SALE and WANTED.  

Wanted… Looking for a Classic Car. Wayne Lethbridge.   Contact through Messenger on the 

Club Facebook page. 

Wanted… Looking for a VR or VS Holden Ute. Must be September 1996 or older.            

Contact David Esmore       0417 114 294 

 

Blast From The Past! 

As you are all aware, this Year’s Bay to Birdwood Run has been cancelled due to Covid 19 restrictions. 

However, do you long time Members remember Gordon Beyer and his son Les. This Advertiser article is 

from September 1992 when they entered, and took out the Concours d’Elegance section of the Bay to 

Birdwood Run, with their newly restored 1927 Packard 526.  

Thank You! 

A big thank you to all Members that helped out at our recent Working Bee.          

Although low in attendance, everybody’s help is very much appreciated! 



 



 

UPCOMING EVENTS. 

Club events are in bold text. 

 

Thursday October 7th – General Meeting. 7.30pm. 

Wednesday 13th October- “Day Care Run” Taking the Elderly Citizens of Port 

Broughton for a short drive. Contact Dave Willsher if available. 

Sunday October 17th- All Ford Day. Oakbank Race Course 8.30 to 4pm. 

Sunday October 17th-Snowtown Market. 40 Stalls. Leave Clubrooms 9am.   

Club Vehicle Display by the “Big Blade.” 

Thursday October 28th- Committee Meeting. 7.30pm. 

Sunday October 31st- Anything on Wheels. Kapunda Harness Race Club 9.30am. 

Sunday October 31st-“Kidtober Vehicle Display”. Woodward Park.                

10am to 3pm. Enter Woodward Park via Bowling Club end (Halley Street). 

Other attractions there on the day also. 

Thursday November 4th- General Meeting. 7.30pm. 

Sunday November 7th- Ford Picnic Day.  Lenswood. 

Thursday November 25th- Committee Meeting. 7.30pm. 

 

PLEASE CONTACT EVENTS CO-ORDINATORS IF MORE INFORMATION 

 IS REQUIRED… 

LEITH BUTTON  86321857 

DAVID WILLSHER 0448341490 

DAVID HALDANE  0419866881 


