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Andrew Todd’s “Haeusler - Horwood Built Tractor”. 

As you all know, I’m crazy about anything New Way! 

 I have known about this one off Tractor since 1992.                                                              

(Front cover is Devon Amber in the driving seat 1992, at BSTPS Rally.)  

The opportunity came up recently to purchase this Tractor.  The previous owner had passed 

away around 15 years ago, and finally the family held the “Museum Auction”.                                        

This Tractor was built by J.H. Horwood and Co, Machinery Merchants, and New-Way 

Agents.   Banks Street, Adelaide. 

*It is particularly note-worthy that, tractors were not commercially produced, or 

available until the 1920’s. This is one of the first professionally built tractors in South 

Australia, or Australia for that matter.* 

I have written a comprehensive story regarding the history of this unique Machine, which 

can be found elsewhere in this issue of Crank Talk. 

 

Identity Parade 3. 

This Months item is also an Automotive Part. 

Again, text your answer to 0417803287, to be eligible for the prize. 

 

Crank Talk No. 408 ID item was “parts of a sparkplug”                  

or “Servicable Sparkplug”. 

 When we weren’t a throw away society, sparkplugs 

were made to be dismantled, cleaned and re-used. 

Did you get it right? 
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President’s Report. 

 

Hello Members, 

           This Month we have had a couple of great Runs, the Old Folks Run to Port Broughton was officially 

cancelled. However Members were already on their way there, so we travelled to Port Broughton and had 

a look at the Antique Shops, and a lovely lunch at the Broughton Hotel. David had his Run to Snowtown, 

which looked like fun, however we were hay cutting and so missed out. 

  The Hall has been hired out for a Graduation, and a student has put his head through the stage wall. They 

have forfeited their bond, and will pay for the repairs, as the Headmaster has told him he will have to pay 

for it himself. Just a reminder for all here, the PADARC Hall is not available for any 16, 18 or 21st birthdays 

or high school functions, and we will be screening any future hirers very carefully indeed! 

  On a positive note, there is a couple of great Runs coming up. One to Clare Valley and Wineries, and the 

Christmas Lunch at North Laura Hotel.  

Until Next Time, Safe Motoring, Paul. 

 

Committee Meeting Dot Points. 

1. Honour Boards have been updated. 

2. Quotes obtained for repair and upgrade of lights in and around the Hall, Paddies Electrical will get 

the work. 

3. O’Deas Electrical have done some of the Test and Tag work for Club equipment. 

4. Kidtober event on October 31st at Woodward Park. 

5. Constitution draft previewed at October Meeting. 

6. Members photos were relocated to back wall of the Hall. 

7. Discussion of fitting security cameras in the Hall. 

8. Display window for Club Engine discussed, and will be priced. 

9. Flyers from Shannons, QBE, MAPS Club, Cortina-Capri Club, All Ford Day, Federation. 

10. Email from Council regarding other Clubs wanting to use PADARC Rooms for Meetings. 

11. Magazine is going well, still need articles from Members to fill it. Remember, all Members wanted a 

Magazine to continue. 

12. Suggestion a white board be put up for Upcoming Events at the General Meeting. 

13. Christmas Party-Run to be organised soon. 

14. Remember logbooks need to be filled in for each journey. Secretary reported somebody had been 

fined $700- and registration cancelled. Also 3 Demerit Points. Not from this Club fortunately. 

15. Scenic Drive to Clare and districts at a date to be fixed. 

 

 



Johann Haeusler’s Tractor…                                        

Built by J.H. Horwood & Co. Ltd. Adelaide S.A. 

Johann Gottfried Haeusler lived at Cromer in the Adelaide Hills running a mixed farm, 

milking cows, running sheep, and cutting wood to clear the land. He decided that he would 

build himself a tractor. Being of German origin-inventive, progressive, and wanting to be 

proudly different to his friends, he decided that he would design one himself.  After 

spending a lot of time working out what his needs were, he approached different people to 

get his ideas put into motion, but had no luck, 

until he spoke to his good personal friend 

Joseph Henry Horwood, who also controlled an 

engineering business in Adelaide called J.H. 

Horwood & Co. Ltd.  J.H. Horwood & Co. Ltd. of 

Bank Street, Adelaide, were at the time, agents 

for Illman implements and machinery, Billabong 

windmills, and a range of engines such as 

Ronaldson Tippett “Austral”, Campbell, and 

New-Way. 

Joseph Horwood gave him a few more ideas, and suggested that he use a 8hp twin 

horizontally opposed, hit and miss governed, air cooled “New-Way” motor made in America.  

Although the tractor was not finished until 1913, the motor was purchased in late 1910. It 

was a Model J, Type C. Engine Number 899.  Governed speed of 500 RPM. With twin mixers 

(carbys). 

The motor was designed to run on either Gas, Gasoline, Alcohol, Benzene, Distillate, Petrol, 

or Naptha. Ignition was from a Bosch high tension magneto. It was hit and miss governed on 

both cylinders individually, which made for a very unusual running motor, 

especially if the governor was not adjusted properly. 

Among other things the design featured a direct drive from the motor 

to a marine type gearbox with forward and reverse option, then a drive 

shaft with universal joints down to an open pinion and crown wheel on  

the back axle.  Steering was a vertical column with worm and pinion drive 

through chains to the front axle.          

The tractor is 5 foot 6 inches wide, 

10 feet long, with 

the back wheels 

2 feet in 

diameter, and the 

front wheels 1 

foot 9 inches in 

diameter.    Wheels are 6 inches wide. 



After it was built in Adelaide, it was taken to Gottfried Haeusler’s property at Cromer, and 

used as a mobile power source for cutting wood with a saw bench, chaff cutting, and pumping 

water.  It was more of a power plant than a pulling tractor. 

In 1918 Gottfried bought a block of land at Forreston, about 10 miles from where he lived at 

Cromer. It was lot No.6033, also known as lot 6103, in the name of his wife, Mrs B.E. 

Haeusler. They settled on this farm with their three daughters, taking the tractor with 

them.  It was used by Gottfried, and his son in law Johannes Sam (Jack) Rattei to run the 

farm, until Jack passed away on 2nd November 1951, aged 56 years. However, by this time 

Gottfried was getting too old to start the engine, so the tractor 

was put in the shed. While Ben Muster (grandson), was share 

farming the property, on 7th December 1959, Gottfried passed 

away. Ben and his son Jack were still running the farm in 1964, 

when they were approached by the National Trust as to weather 

they could acquire the tractor as an exhibit to stand alongside the 

Paddle Steamer Marion, to be on display in a dock on the bottom 

end the Main Street of Mannum. Seeing that Ben Muster owned a 

saw mill, and was in need of a gearbox similar to the one on the 

tractor to drive the feed rollers on his big saw, it was decided 

that if the Members of the National Trust could come up with a 

similar gearbox they could have the tractor. 

In due course a gearbox was produced, and a truck arrived to pick up the tractor. Jack 

Muster, (Ben’s son) put petrol in it and drove it up the road to a bank, where it was loaded 

onto the back of the truck which took it to Mannum. There it was unloaded and driven to its 

site alongside the P.S Marion.  Unfortunately, over the years it was badly neglected, with 

vandals taking parts and breaking things, plus not being undercover it rusted badly. 

However in 1992, it was decided to try and re-float the P.S Marion. As the tractor was of no 

further use at the site, Wally Budarick, who ran a very good Machinery Museum at Mannum, 

was approached to see if he would be interested in the tractor. Wally jumped at the 

opportunity, and took it home where he started work on getting it freed up and working. 

After a lot of hard work, it was started in 1993, and ran again after 29 years sitting idle and 

neglected. Devon Amber, who lived next door to the Haeusler Farm at Forreston, helped 

Wally get the tractor going, and rallied it at Shows for around 12 months or so. Wally passed 

away on 12th May 2006, and his collection was sold up by his family on the 18th September 

2021. When I purchased it. 

The Heusler tractor is now residing in the Booleroo Steam and Traction Preservation Society 

Museum, Booleroo Centre. This is a very good Museum, which have a “Rally Day” each year, 

and all their exhibits are taken out of the sheds and run, including , the Haeusler Tractor. 

The Rally is held on the last Sunday of March each year, except Easter, then it is on the 

first Sunday of April.             Story compiled by…. Devon Amber and Andrew Todd. 

 



 

 

Picture…The Haeusler 
Tractor in the mid 1950’s.                           

Jack Muster  and Clara 
Rattei  (nee Haeusler)  

working on the tractor at 
the Forreston property. 

 

                            

Joke of The Month. 

A 70 year old bloke driving his new BMW down the highway at 100 saw a police car behind him. He floored 
it to 140 , then 150, ... then 155, ... Suddenly he thought, I'm too old for this nonsense!  So he pulled over 
to the side of the road and waited for the police car to catch up with him. The officer walked up to him, 

looked at his watch and said, "Sir, my shift ends in ten minutes. Today is Friday and I'm taking off for the 
weekend with my family. If you can give me a good reason that I've never heard before, why you were 
speeding... I'll let you go. "The Man looked very seriously at the police man, and replied : "Years ago, my 
wife ran off with a policeman, I thought you were bringing her back!!!” The Cop left saying," Have a good 
day, Sir ."                                                                                                                             Courtesy of John Yates. 

A Short 45 Minute Job.     

 You have all experienced the “45 minute job that ends up taking 4 hours”. Here is the 45min job that 
wasn’t even started but took all day. Well, Peter Cox and l decided some weeks ago  to fix the tap that 

controls the hot water to the heater in the front of my Rover.  Summer was coming so it seemed 
appropriate!  Anyway we removed the tap, thoroughly de-gunked it, and re-installed.  Worked fine, warm 
air in the cabin for the first time.  Job was done at Crystal Brook so I had to drive home to Napperby.  The 

tap broke on the way home causing loss of all coolant.  Irrepairable  so time wasted.  By-pass system 
employed to make the car driveable. New tap purchased from UK.  I installed that with some difficulty and 
then Peter said he would come to help with the re-commissioning of the water supply, which involved 
some new self manufactured pipe work.  It was a partial excuse to come to check out my new workshop 
and four post hoist at Wallaroo AND check out some local food suppliers!  We were not happy with the tap 
control operation so investigated prior to the plumbing.  We discovered the space in the outer cables was 
quite solidly encrusted with congealed grease and general accumulation of 50 years of dirt, thereby 
severely restricting cable movement so that they had become doubled over. We spent the rest of the day 
r&r dashboard, glove boxes and a host of other things so that we eventually had the tap operating 
correctly. Additionally we went for lunch, had meaningful discussion about various serious matters, the 
content of which escapes my memory and then had dinner before Peter went home.  The outcome was 
that the 45 minute job we intended to do, the installation of the plumbing so as to get water to and from 
the tap, we did not even get started.  There will now have to be another day and another 
restaurant.  Shucks!  Really, just a normal day in the life of those who  choose to restore and enjoy older 

vehicles.                                                                                                                            Courtesy of John Yates. 

 



Port Broughton Day-Care Run, 13th October. 

This was a club event that had been arranged as a follow up to take some old people for a short run after a BBQ.   

We were all lined up ready to set off from the Clubrooms, when the whole thing was cancelled at the last minute 

due to the weather. Rain was forecast, and it was very windy, so the organisers called it off.  We looked at each 

other and decided to go for a drive anyway, and I’m glad we did. The rain did not turn up and we enjoyed a nice run 

and a good meal in the pub. I did volunteer to pay for everyone's lunch but nobody took me up on that offer, I'm 

pleased to say. But this turned out a really nice midweek trip with a good bunch of people .               David Willsher. 

 

Snowtown Market Run, October 17th. 

We left our clubrooms just after 9am as arranged. Maureen had left her phone at home, so I had a slight detour. 

Thought I would catch up. Kim was kind enough to lead our group to Snowtown, and line everyone up in the Main 

Street, right in the middle of all the action. This was a special “Anniversary Day” put on for the stallholders. The 

organisers were impressed with our display, and thanked me most sincerely for our attendance.  I myself would have 

liked a few more vehicles, surely it’s not too much to ask for a little more support for these events. It did help when 

the Holden club arrived, they had arranged a lunch at the hotel, and made it a real good day, with great bunch of 

people with some really nice cars for us to inspect. A little windy at times but the rain stayed away. We had 

Devonshire Tea with Scones, with cream and jam. In the main hall the local ladies put on some very tasty treats, all 

quite cheap, and they also made three large birthday cakes, which was shared with all the stallholders, and as 

exhibitors, we even got a slice each. A good variety of stalls, apart from the usual there was a large vegetable 

supplier with really fresh vegetables and fruit, all very cheap, about half that in the supermarket, so several of us 

were able to stock up. And the man selling the dog 

treats did alright. And I was impressed with the 

whole event and the way all the locals were 

involved. Special events were put on for the kids, 

face painting, games ect. there was even an ice 

cream eating competition and I was told one of our 

members entered that. Not sure if he won, but I did 

see the ice cream dripping from his chin. Maureen 

and I spent some time in the antique shop some 

gems in there just had to find them. Did have several 

apologies from people that were just unable to 

come, but would like to thank all those who 

attended, you made it a most enjoyable day 

out.                           Regards Dave Willsher.  

Christmas Party Luncheon to be held on 12th December. 

Please Take Note!! Club Christmas Party - Sunday 

12th December. To be held  at the North Laura 

Hotel. This is to be a luncheon starting at 12 noon.  

Menu is a choice of three mains and two sweets. 

Tea and Coffee on tap. Cost is $30 per head,     

pay on the day at the counter with your order. 

We’re expecting 50 to 60 people, so book early. You must let David Willsher 

know your requirements, phone 0448 341 490.        Thank You. 



Dave’s 

Swap 

Corner. 

 

 Swap Meet and Auction Report. 

Sale Reports.. As mentioned in the October Report, the two day 

“Beltana Online Auction” had 1 night of Historic Museum Items, 

and the 2nd night had old Engines, Vehicles, plus all sorts and 

everything. Twenty Stationary Engines, of which 17 were 

Listers, sold from $5- to $130-. Two of the Vehicles were old 

Toyotas $1000- for the top pictured one, $1250- for the green 

one. A bit of TLC and a buff up, they should be good for a few 

more years of bush work. 

Having purchased 8 lots Tuesday night, and 2 engines 
Wednesday night, means I need to make a 650 km round trip to 

collect my treasures. 

Upcoming Swap Meets.    The Port Pirie Lions Club will be 

holding a “Car Boot Sale” on Sunday 7th November 6.30 to 7.45 

for sellers. 8.00 to 12.00 for buyers. $10.00 site fee. Gold coin 

donation for buyers to enter.  This is to be held at Princess Park. 

(Here where Clubrooms are.) Contact Vic on 0417 832 783 or 

Stax on 0417 856 011 for information. 

Upcoming Sales.. 

Port Pirie.. Tuesday 16th November 6.30pm online sale. Workshop tools, host of steel, and collectables. 

Rosedale.. Saturday 20th November 9am traditional. 1962 Pontiac, VG Valiant and other Ford and Holden 

parts.  Motorcycles including 1947 Royal Enfield, and 1920’s Harley Davidson, and many parts etc.  

Booleroo Centre.. Tuesday 30th November online. Large number of Stationary Engines and parts. Several 

vintage Fiats and Fiat parts. Tractor parts. 

David Haldane. 

 

McHappy Day Vehicle Display. Saturday November 13th. 

We have been asked by McDomalds to put on a car display at the Port Pirie 

McDonald store for McHappy Day. 

Please make your own way there, the display time is 11am to 2pm. Need to 

know numbers at the November Meeting. 



Business or Trade of the Month. 

If I have space in upcoming Crank-Talk Magazines, I will include a section 

advertising a Business or Trade/Tradesperson related to our hobby.  The first 

one to start us off is listed below. 

“Treasured Transport.” 

Based in Victoria, Treasured Transport will 

transport your Historic Vehicle, or any other vehicle 

for that matter, anywhere in Australia.   Fully 

enclosed Pantec Truck, and trailer available.   

Delivery door to door. 

 Phone or Message 0458473394.             Also on Facebook.                          

I have had dealings with them when shipping my old Chevrolet Buckboard to its new owners in Melbourne. 

 

Joke Of The Month. 

A woman asked her husband if something ever happened to her would he remarry. The husband said that 

it was something that he did not want to talk about because it was a horrible thought. The woman kept 

persisting until her husband gave in and said that he probably would remarry. The wife then asked would 

you sell the house. The husband said probably not. The wife asked would you sell the furniture and her 

husband said probably not. Finally the wife asked would your new wife use my golf sticks, and the husband 

replied that there is no way that would happen. The wife said how can you be sure, and the husband 

replied because she is left handed. 

Blast From The Past! 

 

Extract from the Port Pirie Recorder, 

November 14th 1990. 

The Late Ray McKay, celebrating his 

60th Birthday with friends and relatives 

at home. 

 

 

 



 



 

UPCOMING EVENTS. 

Club events are in bold text. 

 

Thursday November 4th- General Meeting. 7.30pm. 

Sunday 7th November- Lions Club Boot Sale. Princess Park.                                                           

See details in “Dave’s Auction Report” section. 

Sunday November 7th- Ford Picnic Day.  Lenswood. 

Saturday November 13th- Mc Happy Day. Vehicle Display.                                  

See Details and times in Magazine. 

Thursday November 25th- Committee Meeting. 7.30pm. 

Thursday December 2nd- General Meeting. 7.30pm. 

Sunday December 12th- Club Christmas Get Together. See Details in Magazine. 

Thursday January 6th- No General Meeting. Christmas Break. 

Sunday February 27th- Small Ford Day. Birdwood Mill. 

 

PLEASE CONTACT EVENTS CO-ORDINATORS IF MORE INFORMATION 

 IS REQUIRED… 

LEITH BUTTON  86321857 

DAVID WILLSHER 0448341490 

DAVID HALDANE  0419866881 


